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(OW฀INFLUENTIAL฀ARE฀THE฀CLIMATE฀CHANGE฀SCEPTICS�
3TUART฀0ARKINSON฀LOOKS฀AT฀THE฀FACTORS฀THAT฀HAVE
LED฀ TO฀ THE฀ PROMINENCE฀ OF฀ CLIMATE฀ CHANGE
SCEPTICS฀ OVER฀ THE฀PAST฀ TWO฀DECADES฀AND฀ASKS
WHETHER฀THEY฀ARE฀AS฀INFLUENTIAL฀AS฀THEY฀SEEM�฀

)N฀ *ULY�฀ THE฀ "ERKELEY฀ %ARTH฀ 3URFACE฀ 4EMPERATURE
�"%34	฀PROJECT฀CONCLUDED฀THAT฀GLOBAL฀TEMPERATURE฀HAD
RISEN฀ ���ª#฀ OVER฀ THE฀ PAST฀ ���฀ YEARS฀ AND฀ THAT
hESSENTIALLY฀ ALL฀ OF฀ THIS฀ INCREASE฀ RESULTS฀ FROM฀ THE
HUMAN฀ EMISSION฀ OF฀ GREENHOUSE฀ GASESv�� 4HE฀ THING
THAT฀MADE฀THIS฀CONCLUSION฀SO฀SIGNIFICANT฀WAS฀THAT฀THE
ANALYSIS฀ WAS฀ CARRIED฀ OUT฀ BY฀ A฀ GROUP฀ OF฀ SCIENTISTS
INITIALLY฀ SCEPTICAL฀ OF฀ CLIMATE฀ CHANGE�฀ AND฀ WAS฀ PART

FUNDED฀ BY฀ ONE฀ OF฀ THE฀ +OCH฀ &OUNDATIONS�฀ WHICH฀ ARE
MAJOR฀FUNDERS฀OF฀53฀CLIMATE฀CHANGE฀SCEPTIC฀GROUPS��

4HIS฀ COULD฀ BE฀ THE฀ DEATH฀ KNELL฀ OF฀ THE฀ MAINSTREAM
PUBLIC฀DEBATE฀OVER฀WHETHER฀GLOBAL฀CLIMATE฀CHANGE฀IS
HAPPENING฀AND฀WHETHER฀HUMANS฀ARE฀THE฀MAIN฀CAUSE�
"UT฀ THE฀ DEBATE฀ HAS฀ SEEMED฀ SETTLED฀ MANY฀ TIMES
BEFORE฀n฀NOT฀LEAST฀WHEN฀THE฀)NTERGOVERNMENTAL฀0ANEL
ON฀ #LIMATE฀ #HANGE฀ �)0##	฀ PUBLISHED฀ THEIR฀ SECOND�
THIRD฀ AND฀ FOURTH฀ @ASSESSMENT฀ REPORTS�฀ IN฀ ��������
����฀AND฀����฀RESPECTIVELY฀n฀AND฀THE฀SCEPTICS฀HAVE
PROVEN฀STUBBORNLY฀RESILIENT�

0OWERFUL฀FRIENDS
3'2฀ REVIEWED฀ THE฀ INFLUENCE฀ OF฀ CLIMATE฀ CHANGE
SCEPTICS฀ IN฀ ITS฀ REPORT฀ 3CIENCE฀ AND฀ THE฀ #ORPORATE
!GENDA IN฀������ )N฀IT฀WE฀LOOKED฀AT฀HOW฀LARGE
SCALE
FUNDING฀BY฀THE฀FOSSIL฀FUEL฀INDUSTRY�฀STARTING฀IN฀THE฀53!
IN฀THE฀LATE฀����S�฀HAD฀BROUGHT฀THE฀DOUBTS฀OF฀A฀SMALL
NUMBER฀ OF฀ CLIMATE฀ SCIENTISTS฀ INTO฀ THE฀ PUBLIC฀ REALM
AND฀HAD฀ KEPT฀ THEM฀ THERE฀ LONG฀AFTER฀ THE฀ ISSUES฀HAD
BEEN฀SETTLED฀WITHIN฀ THE฀SCIENTIFIC฀COMMUNITY�฀!S฀ THE
SCIENTIFIC฀ EVIDENCE฀ SOLIDIFIED�฀ SUPPORT฀ FROM฀ SOME
CORPORATIONS฀�E�G�฀3HELL฀AND฀"0	฀FELL฀AWAY฀WHILE฀THAT
FROM฀ OTHERS฀ �E�G�฀ %XXON	฀ CONTINUED�฀ OFTEN฀ VIA฀ THIRD
PARTIES฀ SUCH฀ AS฀ PUBLIC฀ RELATIONS฀ ORGANISATIONS฀ AND
THINK
TANKS�฀

4HESE฀ THINK
TANKS฀ WERE฀ GENERALLY฀ THOSE฀ ESPOUSING
FREE
MARKET฀VIEWS฀n฀SUCH฀AS฀THE฀(EARTLAND฀)NSTITUTE฀n
AND฀ SO฀ THE฀ POLITICAL฀ ALIGNMENT฀ WITH฀ RIGHT
WING
POLITICIANS฀AND฀PARTIES฀GREW�฀!CADEMICS฀HAVE฀POINTED
OUT฀THAT฀THE฀OVERWHELMING฀MAJORITY฀OF฀CLIMATE฀CHANGE
SCEPTIC฀ COMMENTATORS฀ IN฀ THE฀ 53!฀ HAVE฀ LINKS฀ WITH
FREE
MARKET�RIGHT
WING฀ THINK
TANKS�� 4HIS฀ POLITICAL
ALIGNMENT฀BECAME฀MORE฀DEEPLY฀ENTRENCHED฀WITH฀THE
RISE฀ IN฀ PROMINENCE฀ OF฀ FORMER฀ $EMOCRATIC฀ VICE

PRESIDENT฀!L฀ 'ORE฀ AS฀ A฀ CLIMATE฀ CHANGE฀ ADVOCATE฀ IN
THE฀MID
����S�฀53฀OPINION฀POLLS฀SHOW฀THAT฀THE฀VIEWS
OF฀2EPUBLICAN฀AND฀$EMOCRAT฀SUPPORTERS฀ON฀THIS฀ISSUE
BEGAN฀ TO฀DIVERGE฀STRONGLY฀ FROM฀ THAT฀ TIME฀ONWARDS��

!ND�฀OF฀COURSE�฀THE฀POLITICAL฀DIVERGENCE฀IN฀VIEWS฀HAS

BEEN฀ REFLECTED฀ IN฀ THE฀MEDIA�฀WITH฀ RIGHT
WING฀OUTLETS
INCREASINGLY฀TAKING฀A฀SCEPTICAL฀POSITION�฀

(ENCE�฀THE฀LARGE
SCALE฀INDUSTRIAL�฀POLITICAL฀AND฀MEDIA
SUPPORT฀HAVE฀PROVEN฀TO฀BE฀A฀POWERFUL฀COMBINATION฀FOR
RAISING฀ THE฀ PROFILE฀ OF฀ THE฀ CLIMATE฀ CHANGE฀ SCEPTICS
DESPITE฀THE฀LACK฀OF฀SCIENTIFIC฀BACKING฀FOR฀THEIR฀VIEWS�

(OW฀INFLUENTIAL฀ARE฀THE฀SCEPTICS
REALLY�฀
7HILE฀ THE฀ PUBLIC฀ PROFILE฀ OF฀ SCEPTICS฀ MAY฀ BE฀ HIGH฀ IN
COUNTRIES฀ LIKE฀ THE฀ 53!฀ AND฀ 5+�฀ AND฀ THE฀ POLITICAL
INFLUENCE฀WITHIN฀THE฀53!฀IS฀UNDENIABLE�฀IT฀WOULD฀BE฀A
MISTAKE฀TO฀ASSUME฀THIS฀IS฀UNIVERSALLY฀THE฀CASE�

&OR฀ EVIDENCE�฀ CONSIDER฀ A฀ RECENT฀ ANALYSIS฀ OF฀ MEDIA
COVERAGE฀ OF฀ CLIMATE฀ CHANGE฀ SCEPTICISM฀ WHICH
SUGGESTS฀THAT฀THE฀SCEPTICS�฀HIGH฀PROFILE฀IS฀ LARGELY฀AN
@!NGLO
3AXON฀ PHENOMENON��฀ BEING฀ MUCH฀ MORE
PROMINENT฀ IN฀%NGLISH
SPEAKING฀COUNTRIES�� #OVERAGE
n฀EVEN฀IN฀RIGHT
LEANING฀MEDIA฀n฀IN฀COUNTRIES฀SUCH฀AS
&RANCE�฀ )NDIA�฀ "RAZIL฀ AND฀ #HINA฀ GIVES฀ CONSIDERABLY
LESS฀ ATTENTION฀ TO฀ SCEPTICS�฀ VIEWS�฀ /NE฀ POSSIBLE
EXPLANATION฀ COULD฀ BE฀ THE฀ TYPE฀ OF฀ ECONOMIC฀ SYSTEM
PURSUED฀ IN฀ !NGLO
3AXON฀ NATIONS�฀ !CADEMICS฀ 0ETER
(ALL฀ AND฀ $AVID฀ 3OSKICE฀ HAVE฀ POINTED฀ OUT฀ THAT฀ SUCH
NATIONS฀ HAVE฀ HISTORICALLY฀ PURSUED฀ A฀ STRONGER฀ FREE

MARKET฀ APPROACH�฀ HAVING฀ BEEN฀ QUICKER฀ TO฀ LIBERALISE
AND฀DE
REGULATE฀ THEIR฀ECONOMIES�� 4HIS฀CULTURE฀MAY
HAVE฀ INCREASED฀ POLITICAL฀ RESISTANCE฀ TO฀ CONCEPTS฀ OF
@ENVIRONMENTAL฀ LIMITS�฀ THAT฀ARE฀SO฀CENTRAL฀ TO฀ TACKLING
THE฀PROBLEM฀OF฀CLIMATE฀CHANGE�฀

)T฀ IS฀ ALSO฀ INSTRUCTIVE฀ TO฀ LOOK฀ AT฀ INTERNATIONAL฀ OPINION
POLLS฀ CONDUCTED฀ BETWEEN฀ ����฀ AND฀ ������ 4HESE
SHOW฀ HIGH฀ LEVELS฀ OF฀ CONCERN฀ ACROSS฀ THE฀ MAJOR
COUNTRIES�฀ WITH฀ THE฀ AVERAGE฀ AT฀ AROUND฀ ���
CONSIDERING฀CLIMATE฀CHANGE฀A฀@SERIOUS�฀PROBLEM�฀%VEN
IN฀THE฀53!฀n฀WHICH฀POLLS฀THE฀LOWEST฀LEVELS฀OF฀CONCERN
AMONG฀THE฀MOST฀POWERFUL฀NATIONS฀n฀THIS฀FIGURE฀STANDS
AT฀ABOUT฀����฀#ONCERN฀HAS฀GROWN฀RECENTLY฀IN฀#HINA�
)NDIA฀AND฀2USSIA�฀BUT฀HAS฀ FALLEN฀SOMEWHAT฀ IN฀SOME
7ESTERN฀COUNTRIES�฀INCLUDING฀THE฀5+�฀!RE฀THE฀SCEPTICS
TO฀BLAME฀FOR฀THIS฀FALL�฀-ORE฀DETAILED฀ANALYSIS฀SHOWS
THAT฀ IT฀ IS฀ACTUALLY฀MORE฀ LIKELY฀ TO฀BE฀ THE฀COLD฀WINTERS
THAT฀ %UROPE฀ AND฀ ELSEWHERE฀ HAVE฀ EXPERIENCED
RECENTLY��

)NDEED�฀THE฀IDEA฀THAT฀THE฀PUBLIC�S฀DIRECT฀EXPERIENCE฀OF
EXTREME฀WEATHER฀HAS฀A฀MORE฀POWERFUL฀INFLUENCE฀OVER
THEIR฀VIEWS฀ON฀CLIMATE฀CHANGE฀THAN฀CRITICISMS฀OF฀THE
SCIENCE฀ IS฀ GIVEN฀ FURTHER฀ CREDENCE฀ BY฀ THE฀ LATEST
OPINION฀POLLING฀IN฀THE฀53!��� 4HIS฀SHOWS฀THAT฀BELIEF฀IN�
AND฀CONCERN฀ABOUT�฀CLIMATE฀CHANGE฀IS฀GROWING฀IN฀THE
WAKE฀OF฀RECORD
BREAKING฀DROUGHTS฀IN฀THE฀COUNTRY�฀

7ANING฀SUPPORT�
)N฀THE฀LAST฀YEAR�฀THE฀SCEPTICS�฀CREDIBILITY฀HAS฀BEEN฀DEALT
MAJOR฀ BLOWS฀ n฀ BOTH฀ BY฀ THE฀ "%34฀ STUDIES฀ MENTIONED
ABOVE฀AND฀BY฀THE฀BEHAVIOUR฀OF฀LEADING฀CLIMATE฀SCEPTIC
THINK
TANK�฀THE฀(EARTLAND฀)NSTITUTE��� &IRSTLY�฀THERE฀WERE
REVELATIONS฀ ABOUT฀ (EARTLAND�S฀ SECRET฀ STRATEGIES฀ TO
UNDERMINE฀CLIMATE฀SCIENCE�฀4HEN�฀(EARTLAND฀LAUNCHED฀A
SERIES฀OF฀AGGRESSIVE฀ADVERTS฀INCLUDING฀ONE฀THAT฀LIKENED
CLIMATE฀CHANGE฀BELIEVERS฀TO฀TERRORISTS�฀!SHAMED฀OF฀THIS
SORT฀ OF฀ CAMPAIGNING�฀ MANY฀ OF฀ ITS฀ CORPORATE฀ FUNDERS
WITHDREW฀THEIR฀FINANCIAL฀SUPPORT�฀

3O฀ARE฀CLIMATE฀CHANGE฀SCEPTICS฀FINALLY฀A฀SPENT฀FORCE�
4HAT฀VIEW฀WOULD฀BE฀PREMATURE฀GIVEN฀THEIR฀INDUSTRIAL�
POLITICAL฀ AND฀ MEDIA฀ SUPPORT�฀ #LEARLY�฀ THEIR฀ POLITICAL
INFLUENCE฀ STILL฀ NEEDS฀ TO฀ BE฀ CHALLENGED�฀ ESPECIALLY฀ IN
THE฀ 53!฀ AND฀ 5+�฀ BUT฀ NEITHER฀ SHOULD฀ WE฀ OVER

EMPHASISE฀THEIR฀LIMITED฀IMPORTANCE�฀
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