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#HALLENGING฀CORPORATE฀INFLUENCE฀WITHIN฀SCIENCE
COMMUNICATION
!LICE฀"ELL฀ARGUES฀THAT฀CORPORATE฀SPONSORSHIP฀OF
SCIENCE฀ COMMUNICATION฀ HAS฀ GONE฀ TOO฀ FAR�฀ AND
ANNOUNCES฀A฀NEW฀CAMPAIGN฀TO฀CHALLENGE฀IT�

9OU฀MIGHT฀HAVE฀HEARD฀OF฀THE฀"IG฀"ANG฀&AIR�� !฀MAJOR
PART฀ OF฀ .ATIONAL฀ 3CIENCE฀ AND฀ %NGINEERING฀ 7EEK�฀ IT
ATTRACTS฀ TENS฀ OF฀ THOUSANDS฀ OF฀ SCHOOLCHILDREN฀ EVERY
YEAR�฀ )T�S฀ RUN฀ BY฀ %NGINEERING฀5+฀ IN฀ PARTNERSHIP฀WITH
VARIOUS฀ SCIENCE฀ AND฀ ENGINEERING฀ ORGANISATIONS�฀ BUT
SUPPORTED฀ BY฀ A฀ HOST฀ OF฀ INDUSTRIAL฀ SPONSORS�฀ ONE฀ OF
WHICH฀IS฀"!%฀3YSTEMS�� )T�S฀TEMPTING฀TO฀CRACK฀A฀JOKE
ABOUT฀ARMS฀MANUFACTURES฀KNOWING฀THEIR฀BIG฀BANGS฀n
EXCEPT฀THAT฀GLAMORISING฀WEAPONS฀ISN�T฀FUNNY���฀

7HEN฀ A฀ PEACE฀ CAMPAIGNER฀ STUMBLED฀ ACROSS฀ THE
EVENT฀LAST฀SPRING�฀SHE฀FOUND฀THAT฀"!%฀HAD฀MORE฀THAN
JUST฀SPACE฀FOR฀A฀LOGO�฀IT฀HAD฀A฀STALL฀WHERE฀THEY฀WERE
HANDING฀OUT฀TOY฀SUBMARINES�฀$ISGUSTED฀BY฀THIS฀AND฀BY
SEVERAL฀OF฀THE฀OTHER฀STALLS฀SHE฀SPOTTED�฀SHE฀POSTED฀A
GALLERY฀ OF฀ PICTURES฀ ONLINE฀ �SEE฀ PHOTO	�฀ COMMENTING
hBASICALLY฀ IT�S฀AN฀ARMS฀ FAIR฀ FOR฀CHILDREN฀WITH฀A฀BIT฀OF
ENVIRONMENTAL฀ DESTRUCTION฀ THROWN฀ IN฀ FOR฀ GOOD
MEASUREv�฀ )F฀ THE฀ "IG฀ "ANG฀ &AIR฀ MAKES฀ YOU
UNCOMFORTABLE�฀YOU฀MIGHT฀WANT฀TO฀AVOID฀THE฀3CIENCE
-USEUM�฀4HEIR฀%NERGY฀&UTURES฀GALLERY฀ IS฀ SPONSORED
"0�฀ THEIR฀ CONTENT฀ ON฀ CLIMATE฀ SCIENCE฀ BEARS฀ A฀ 3HELL
LOGO��

)�M฀NOT฀NECESSARILY฀AGAINST฀THE฀CORPORATE฀SPONSORSHIP
OF฀ SCIENCE฀ COMMUNICATION�฀ )�D฀ RATHER฀ SUCH฀ THINGS
WERE฀ FUNDED฀ THROUGH฀ TAXATION�฀ BUT฀ )�M฀ ALSO
PRAGMATIC�฀ )฀ PAID฀MY฀WAY฀ THROUGH฀ UNIVERSITY฀WITH฀ A

JOB฀ AT฀ THE฀ 3CIENCE฀ -USEUM�฀ STAFFING฀ SEVERAL฀ OF฀ THE
SPONSORED฀GALLERIES฀AND฀EVENTS�฀ )฀ JUDGED฀ LAST฀ YEAR�S
'OOGLE฀3CIENCE฀&AIR�฀)�VE฀WRITTEN฀FOR฀NEWSPAPERS฀THAT
CARRY฀ADVERTISING�฀)฀DIDN�T฀FEEL฀LIMITED฀BY฀ANY฀OF฀THESE
SPONSORS�฀ )N฀ FACT�฀ )฀ LOVED฀ SHARING฀ #APITAL฀ &-�S฀ OLD
EQUIPMENT฀ WITH฀ SCHOOLCHILDREN฀ IN฀ THE฀ 3CIENCE
-USEUM�S฀OLD฀HANDS
ON฀RADIO฀GALLERY�฀AND฀)฀ THOUGHT
'OOGLE฀ USED฀ ITS฀ BRAND฀ EFFECTIVELY฀ TO฀ CONNECT
TEENAGERS฀WITH฀SOME฀INSPIRING฀IDEAS�฀)T�S฀WORTH฀NOTING
THE฀3CIENCE฀-USEUM�S฀COLLECTION฀HAS฀ROOTS฀IN฀THE฀OLD
0ATENT฀ /FFICE฀ MUSEUM�฀ THAT�S฀ WHERE฀ THEY฀ OBTAINED
3TEPHENSON�S฀2OCKET�฀)NDUSTRY฀IS฀PART฀OF฀SCIENCE฀AND�
WHEN฀YOU฀CAN฀TAP฀INTO฀IT�฀HOLDS฀A฀LOT฀OF฀EXPERTISE�฀

"UT฀ THERE฀ ARE฀ QUESTIONS฀ TO฀ BE฀ RAISED฀ ABOUT฀ WHO฀ IS
INVOLVED฀ IN฀ SCIENCE฀ COMMUNICATION�฀ AS฀ WELL฀ AS฀ THE
NATURE฀AND฀TRANSPARENCY฀OF฀DEALS฀WITH฀PUBLICLY฀FUNDED
INSTITUTIONS�฀4HERE�S฀BEEN฀A฀FAIR฀AMOUNT฀OF฀CRITICISM฀OF
THE฀ SPONSORSHIP฀ OF฀ THE฀ ARTS฀ IN฀ RECENT฀ YEARS�฀ WITH
GROUPS฀ LIKE฀ ,IBERATE฀ 4ATE฀ AND฀ 2ECLAIM฀ /UR฀ "ARD
DRAWING฀PARTICULAR฀ATTENTION฀TO฀THE฀ROLE฀OF฀OIL฀MONEY฀IN
GALLERIES฀ AND฀ THEATRE�฀ !ND฀ YET�฀ THERE�S฀ BEEN฀ LITTLE
ACTIVISM฀AROUND฀SCIENCE฀IN฀PUBLIC฀CULTURE�฀4HERE฀WAS
A฀ PRESS฀ RELEASE฀ FROM฀ 3CIENTISTS฀ FOR฀ 'LOBAL
2ESPONSIBILITY฀ AND฀ #AMPAIGN฀ !GAINST฀ !RMS฀ 4RADE
CONDEMNING฀"!%�S฀INVOLVEMENT฀IN฀THE฀"IG฀"ANG฀&AIR
WHEN฀ IT฀ FIRST฀ LAUNCHED฀ IN฀������ BUT฀ THAT�S฀ABOUT฀ IT�
-ENTION฀ THE฀ 3CIENCE฀ -USEUM฀ TO฀ ENVIRONMENTAL
ACTIVISTS฀ AND฀ THEY�LL฀ REFER฀ TO฀ THE฀ 3HELL฀ SPONSORSHIP
WITH฀SOME฀DISTAIN�฀BUT฀ YOU฀ARE฀MUCH฀MORE฀ LIKELY฀ TO
FIND฀THEM฀ON฀THE฀ROOF฀OF฀THE฀.ATIONAL฀'ALLERY�

0ERHAPS฀THIS฀IS฀DUE฀TO฀THE฀SAME฀REASON฀THAT฀SCIENCE
MUSEUMS฀ ALSO฀ COMPLAIN฀ THAT฀ IT�S฀ HARD฀ TO฀ GET
SPONSORSHIP�฀ SCIENCE฀ LACKS฀ THE฀ MAINSTREAM฀ SPARKLE
OF฀ARTS�฀!T฀BEST�฀KIDS�฀STUFF�฀AT฀WORST฀A฀BIT฀ESOTERIC฀AND
DULL�฀ )฀ALSO฀SUSPECT฀ IT�S฀CAUSED฀BY฀A฀ LACK฀OF฀POLITICAL
AWARENESS฀ �LET฀ ALONE฀ ACTIVE฀ CRITICISM	฀ WITHIN฀ THE
SCIENCE฀COMMUNICATION฀PROFESSION�฀AND฀WITHIN฀MUCH
OF฀THE฀SCIENTIFIC฀COMMUNITY฀AT฀LARGE�฀

7HAT฀SCIENCE฀ LACKS฀ IN฀GLAMOUR�฀ IT฀MORE฀THAN฀MAKES
UP฀FOR฀IN฀ALLUSIONS฀TO฀AUTHORITY�฀OPENNESS�฀HONESTY฀AND
RIGOUR�฀ 4HERE�S฀ A฀ REASON฀ SHAMPOO฀ ADVERTS฀ CARRY฀ A
SCIENCE฀BIT�฀AND฀)�M฀NOT฀SURE฀)฀WANT฀PUBLIC฀INSTITUTIONS
TO฀BE฀USED฀TO฀PROVIDE฀SUCH฀ETHOS�฀ )฀ALSO฀WORRY฀ THAT�
ESPECIALLY฀ IN฀ AN฀ AGE฀ OF฀ CREEPING฀ CUTS�฀ SCIENCE
COMMUNICATION฀ PROFESSIONALS฀ WILL฀ AVOID฀ WORKING฀ ON
ANYTHING฀ TOO฀CRITICAL฀OR฀CONTROVERSIAL�฀ LEST฀ THEY฀PUT฀A
FUTURE฀ CRUCIAL฀ SPONSORSHIP฀ DEAL฀ AT฀ RISK�฀ )฀ WORRY
CORPORATE฀ 02฀ ENDS฀ UP฀ CAPTURING฀ A฀ LOT฀ OF฀ PUBLICLY
FUNDED฀CREATIVE฀ENDEAVOUR�฀INITIALLY฀FINANCED฀THROUGH
SCIENCE฀OR฀CULTURE฀BUDGETS�฀

$ONE฀ WELL�฀ THE฀ PUBLIC฀ COMMUNICATION฀ OF฀ SCIENCE฀ IS
MORE฀ THAN฀ FEEDING฀ KNOWLEDGE฀ TO฀ THE฀ MASSES฀ AND
ENSURING฀ THE฀ NEXT฀ GENERATION฀ OF฀ UNDERGRADUATES
�THOUGH฀ THAT�S฀ IMPORTANT฀ TOO	�฀ )T�S฀ A฀ CHANCE฀ TO฀ TAKE
RESEARCH฀OUT฀OF฀ITS฀BOUNDED฀IVORY฀TOWERS฀AND฀ENRICH฀IT
WITH฀ A฀ BROADER฀ PERSPECTIVE�฀ )T�S฀ A฀ CHANCE฀ TO฀ THINK
ABOUT฀THE฀SCIENCE฀WE฀DO�฀WHY฀AND฀HOW�฀)T�S฀A฀CHANCE
TO฀MAKE฀THE฀SCIENCE฀WE฀WANT�฀NOT฀ JUST฀BLITHELY฀PASS
ON฀ THE฀ SCIENCE฀ WE�VE฀ BEEN฀ GIVEN�฀ )T฀ HAS฀ INCREDIBLE
TRANSFORMATIVE฀POWER�฀!ND฀THE฀5+฀IS฀A฀WORLD฀LEADER฀IN
THE฀ FIELD�฀ 7E฀ SPENT฀ A฀ FEW฀ HUNDRED฀ YEARS฀ BUILDING
SOME฀ AMAZING฀ SCIENCE฀ COMMUNICATION฀ INSTITUTIONS�
4HAT�S฀A฀PRECIOUS฀RESOURCE�

3CIENCE฀ COMMUNICATION฀ NEEDS฀ TO฀ SEE฀ INDUSTRY฀ AS
MORE฀THAN฀JUST฀MONEYBAGS�฀TO฀STAND฀UP฀FOR฀ITSELF�฀AND
USE฀SPONSORSHIP฀DEALS฀AS฀A฀CHANCE฀TO฀FURTHER฀OPEN฀UP
INDUSTRY฀ TO฀ PUBLIC฀ DISCUSSION�฀ APPRECIATION฀ AND
SCRUTINY�฀ 3CIENCE฀ COMMUNICATION฀ NEEDS฀ TO฀ USE
INDUSTRY�฀NOT฀BE฀USED฀BY฀IT�฀7E฀ALL฀NEED฀TO฀BE฀ASKING
QUESTIONS�฀ /THERWISE�฀ WHO฀ IS฀ SPONSORING฀ WHOM
EXACTLY�

!฀ NEW฀ CAMPAIGN฀ n฀ 3CIENCE฀ 5NSTAINED฀ n฀ HAS
RECENTLY฀ BEEN฀ LAUNCHED฀ TO฀ RAISE฀ AWARENESS฀ OF
THESE฀ ISSUES�฀ &IND฀ OUT฀ MORE฀ AT
HTTP���SCIENCEUNSTAINED�CO�UK�

$R฀!LICE฀"ELL฀TEACHES฀SCIENCE฀COMMUNICATION
AND฀POLICY฀AT฀)MPERIAL฀#OLLEGE฀,ONDON�
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