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• UK military budget was £38.6 bn ($59.6 bn) in 2010 – world’s 3rd largest behind USA 

and China; ahead of Russiaand China; ahead of Russia

• UK military spending per person: more than 2 times that of Russia; more than 10 times 

that of China

• UK spending per person/ per unit GDP is much larger than EU average

• UK is 5th largest arms exporter behind USA, Russia, Germany and France

Main references: Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (2011); Committees 

on Arms Export Controls (2011). 
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Current strategy in USA, UK and elsewhere is based on concept known as Revolution in 

Military Affairs (RMA)
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Military Affairs (RMA)
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• For examples, see slide 4 and Libyan case study later: especially note the situation 
where 50 arms export licenses for Bahrain and Libya were revoked in February (BBC where 50 arms export licenses for Bahrain and Libya were revoked in February (BBC 
News online, 2011a)

• Estimate of civilian casualties calculated from: Iraq Body Count (2010)

• Related concern of a shift from ‘threat-driven’ defence to ‘capability-based’ defence, 
as military corporations increasingly influence agenda for defence policy based on what 
technologies can be developed rather a broader assessment of security threats
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• In 1996, International Court of Justice gave an ‘advisory opinion’ stating that the threat 

or use of nuclear weapons would generally be against the principles of international or use of nuclear weapons would generally be against the principles of international 

humanitarian law.

• Commitment to developing a strategy for complete disarmament first stated in 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) agreed in 1968, and restated in review 

conferences since.

• UK nuclear arsenal is being reduced to 180 warheads: still equivalent to over 1000 

Hiroshimas

• Main reference/ further discussion at: WMD Awareness Project (2010)

• Estimate of total cost of Trident replacement system: Greenpeace UK (2009)
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• Shifting of risk from ‘our’ soldiers to others: Increased risk of civilian casualties

• Main references/ further discussion at: International Committee for Robot Arms 

Control (2011); Drone Wars UK (2011)
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• Ample scope for cutting military budgets

• All figures are for 2010 

• Sources: Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (2011); GDAMS (2011)
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• Figures include direct and indirect (supply chain) employment (roughly 50:50)

Data from: Defence Analytical Services and Advice (2009), Table 1.10; Office of National 

Statistics (2009)
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• Figures for number of jobs created rounded to nearest 100

Reference: Pollin and Garrett-Peltier (2007)
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• Jobs in military/defence sector fell from 625,000 in 1985/86 to 410,000 in 1995/96 

• Employment figures include MoD non-equipment spending• Employment figures include MoD non-equipment spending

Employment figures from: Defence Analytical Services and Advice (1998)
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• Under a Non-defensive defence policy, the armed forces retain the capability to defend 

national territory (and contribute to peacekeeping), but not to invade or mount a major national territory (and contribute to peacekeeping), but not to invade or mount a major 

attack

• The case for Non-offensive defence (although known under a variety of titles) has 

been made since at least 1982. 

Reference: Civilisation 3000 (2010)
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Reference: Abbott et al (2006)
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Ministry of Defence (2010); Cameron (2010); HM Government (2010)
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• Environmental sector - including environmental consultancy, air pollution control, 

environmental monitoring, marine pollution control, waste management, recovery and environmental monitoring, marine pollution control, waste management, recovery and 

recycling; as well as the service industries that support environmental management.

• Renewable energy sector - including wind, wave and tidal, biomass, geothermal, hydro 

and photovoltaic energy generation and the services that

support them, including renewables consultancy.

• Emerging low carbon sector - including alternative fuels such as nuclear, and 

alternative fuels for vehicles, carbon capture and storage, building technologies, energy 

management and carbon finance.

• Many security benefits of tackling action to curb climate change and protect 

environment
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• Figures are estimated by a government commissioned study. As the sector is new and 

not well-defined, estimates are less certain. Some argue that these estimates are too not well-defined, estimates are less certain. Some argue that these estimates are too 

high. 

• UK LCEGS sector is estimated to be worth over £100 billion

• Global market for LCEGS estimated at ~£3,200,000,000,000 and growing fast

Reference: Innovas (2010)
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Figures from OPEC (2010)
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Sources: 

UK arms exports (description): The Guardian (2011a)

Figures from the Official Journal of the European Union summarised in The Guardian 

(2011c)
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EU arms embargo to Libya ended in October 2004.

Source: Figures from the Official Journal of the European Union summarised in The 

Guardian (2011c)
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Amnesty International (2011).
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UK military and ‘controlled’ export licenses granted in the year to Sept 2010: The 

Guardian (2011b)Guardian (2011b)
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BBC News online (2011b)
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