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*OHN*OPLINGARGUES THATA RADICALADDITION IS
NEEDEDTOTHEINTERNATIONALSYSTEMFORCURBING
CARBONEMISSIONS�

4HE CURRENT INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM FOR ADDRESSING
CLIMATE CHANGE n SET UP IN ���� VIA THE 5.
&RAMEWORK#ONVENTIONON#LIMATE#HANGE�&###	n
RELIESONNEGOTIATIONBETWEENNATIONALGOVERNMENTS
TOREACHAGREEMENTSFORREDUCINGCARBONEMISSIONS�
)T HAS NEVER WORKED EFFECTIVELY� AND GLOBAL CARBON
EMISSIONSHAVECONTINUEDTORISE�7ITHGOVERNMENTS
PURSUING A NARROW� SHORTTERM ECONOMIC AGENDA n
STRONGLY ENCOURAGED BY VAST CORPORATIONS n THIS IS
UNLIKELY TO CHANGE AS WE MOVE TOWARDS THE NEXT
MAJORCLIMATECONFERENCEIN0ARISINLATE�����

)F THE EXISTING INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS CANNOT BE
RELIED UPON TO ACHIEVE THE LEVEL OF EMISSION
REDUCTIONS INDICATEDBYCLIMATESCIENCE�WENEEDA
BACKUP PLAN� 4HE REMEDY PROPOSED HERE WAS
DEVELOPED BY MEMBERS OF THE &OUNDATION FOR THE
%CONOMICS OF 3USTAINABILITY �&EASTA	� BASED IN
)RELAND�� )T WOULD BE AN ADDON� STARTED AND
DEVELOPEDOUTSIDETHEEXISTINGPROCESS�BUTDESIGNED
TOWORK INCLOSECOOPERATIONWITHTHEPLAYERSWITHIN
THAT PROCESS� NAMELY THE PRODUCERS AND USERS OF
FOSSIL FUELS� INCLUDING NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS� )T USES
THESCHEMECOMMONLYKNOWNAS@CAPANDSHARE���

#AP'LOBAL#ARBON�THEMAINFEATURES
4HE MAIN FEATURES OF THE NEW ARRANGEMENT WOULD
INCLUDE� A MECHANISM FOR CONTROLLING CARBON
EMISSIONS� CLEAR INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURES� AND A
METHODFORTHEFAIRDISTRIBUTIONOFFUNDS�

4HEKEYTOCONTROLLINGCARBONEMISSIONSWOULDBEA
LIMITONTHETOTALGLOBALEXTRACTIONOFFOSSILFUELSFROM
THEGROUNDnAN@UPSTREAM�CAP�4HISCAPWOULDBE
REDUCED YEAR ON YEAR� BASED ON CLIMATE SCIENCE� )T
WOULDBEIMPLEMENTEDVIAAGLOBALLICENCESCHEME�
UNDER WHICH A LICENCE WOULD BE REQUIRED TO BRING
FOSSIL FUELSONTO THEMARKETANYWHERE IN THEWORLD�
4HERE WOULD BE A FREE MARKET FOR LICENCES n THEY
WOULDBEISSUEDBYAUCTIONANDTHENTRADED�

!NEW INSTITUTIONWOULDBENEEDED TOESTABLISHAND
OPERATETHESCHEME�ACTINGONBEHALFOFHUMANITYn
A @GLOBAL CLIMATE COMMONS TRUST�� 4HIS WOULD
COOPERATE WITH NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS WHOSE ROLE IT
WOULDBETOPOLICETHESCHEMEWITHINTHEIRRESPECTIVE
JURISDICTIONSBYBANNING THEEXPLOITATIONOF FUELSNOT
COVEREDBYALICENCE�

&UNDS GENERATED BY THE ANNUAL AUCTION OF THE
LICENCES WOULD BE USED FOR THE BENEFIT OF PEOPLE
EQUALLY� SO THAT THOSE LIVING A LOW CARBON LIFESTYLE
WOULDBENEFIT�

-AKINGITHAPPEN

)T IS CLEAR THAT SUCH A SCHEME IS VERY UNLIKELY TO
EMERGE FROM THE 5. &### PROCESS� #OMPARABLE
PROPOSALS BY 0ETER "ARNES AND OTHERS�� BY /LIVER
4ICKELL� ANDMOSTRECENTLYBY-UTSUYOSHI.ISHUMURA�

HAVE NOT BEEN TAKEN UP� 4HE INITIATIVE WILL HAVE TO
COMEFROMTHEPUBLICTHROUGHGRASSROOTS�CIVILSOCIETY
ORGANISATIONS�

)STHISREALISTIC�)BELIEVEITIS�IFTWOKEYCONDITIONSARE
MET� A SHARED PURPOSE�� AND SHARED PRINCIPLES�
VALUES�

4HESHAREDPURPOSEWOULDBETHEACHIEVEMENTOFTHE
NECESSARYEMISSIONSREDUCTIONSTOAVOIDCATASTROPHIC
CLIMATE CHANGE� IN WAYS THAT BENEFITS THOSE IN
POVERTY�4HESHAREDPRINCIPLES�VALUESWOULDINCLUDE
EQUALITY� RESPECT� COOPERATION� PARTICIPATORY
DEMOCRACY�TRANSPARENCY�ACCOUNTABILITYANDTHERULE
OFLAW�!LLPROCESSESWOULDBECLEARANDENFORCEABLE
THOUGHTHECOURTS�

7ECANLEARNFROMANDBUILDONWELLUSEDMODELS�FOR
EXAMPLE� THE CONCEPT OF PUBLIC RESOURCES� I�E�
@COMMONS�� AND COOPERATIVES�4HEATMOSPHERE IS A
COMMON RESOURCE THAT REQUIRES COOPERATIVE
MANAGEMENT��

3OME BROADER CONCEPTS ARE IMPORTANT TOO� 4HESE
INCLUDE�HUMANSOCIETYVIEWEDASASUBSYSTEMOFTHE
NATURAL @'AIAN� ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEM�� THE WORLD
SEEN NOT AS A COLLECTION OF NATIONSTATES BUT AS A
SINGLE GLOBAL HUMAN SOCIETY�� POWER SEEN NOT AS
DOMINATION BUT AS A FACILITY TO hENABLE THINGS TO
HAPPENv��� ANDTHE@GREATTRANSITION�nTHEREALISATION
THAT NOTHING LESS THAN TRANSFORMATION OF ECONOMICS
ANDPOLITICSWILLDO��� #OULDTHECLIMATECRISISBEAN
OPPORTUNITYTOADDMOMENTUMTOTHEMOVEMENTSFOR
FUNDAMENTALSOCIALCHANGE�

7HO WILL BE THE MAIN PLAYERS IN OUR NEW
ARRANGEMENT� ) THINK YOUNG PEOPLE AND WOMEN n
NEGLECTEDBYTHEPRESENTSYSTEMnWILLTAKEALEADING
ROLE�&OREXAMPLE�YOUNGPEOPLEAREATTHEFOREFRONT
OFHARNESSING REALTIMECOMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY
AND OPENSOURCE SOFTWARE SYSTEMS� SUCH AS ,INUX

AND 7IKIPEDIA� WHICH OPEN UP NUMEROUS POSITIVE
POSSIBILITIES WHEN MANY PEOPLE CONTRIBUTE
COOPERATIVELY�

)BELIEVEITCANBEDONE�4HECAPANDSHAREPROPOSALS�
COUPLED WITH SOME OF THE ETHICAL� INSTITUTIONAL AND
ECONOMIC CHANGES THAT ) HAVE OUTLINED� OFFER AN
ALTERNATIVE THAT CAN BE DEVELOPED WITHIN THE
MAINSTREAMMARKETECONOMYANDINCOOPERATIONWITH
SYMPATHETIC GOVERNMENTS AND ENTREPRENEURS� )T WILL
NOTNEEDMASSSUPPORTINITIALLY�7ECANBUILDTHATAS
WEGOALONG�)FNECESSARY�LEGALACTIONSCANBETAKEN
AGAINST FOSSIL FUEL CORPORATIONS AS WELL AS
GOVERNMENTS TO ENFORCE COMPLIANCE WITH THE
SCHEME���

)F YOUARE INTERESTED INHELPING&EASTAPROMOTE THIS
INITIATIVEMOREWIDELY�PLEASECONTACT*OHN*OPLINGAT
�JOHNJ THEVILLAGE�IE�

*OHN*OPLINGISARETIREDBARRISTERANDA
FOUNDERMEMBEROF&EASTA�
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