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*OHN฀*OPLING฀ARGUES฀ THAT฀A฀ RADICAL฀ADDITION฀ IS
NEEDED฀TO฀THE฀INTERNATIONAL฀SYSTEM฀FOR฀CURBING
CARBON฀EMISSIONS�

4HE฀ CURRENT฀ INTERNATIONAL฀ SYSTEM฀ FOR฀ ADDRESSING
CLIMATE฀ CHANGE฀ n฀ SET฀ UP฀ IN฀ ����฀ VIA฀ THE฀ 5.
&RAMEWORK฀#ONVENTION฀ON฀#LIMATE฀#HANGE฀�&###	฀n
RELIES฀ON฀NEGOTIATION฀BETWEEN฀NATIONAL฀GOVERNMENTS
TO฀REACH฀AGREEMENTS฀FOR฀REDUCING฀CARBON฀EMISSIONS�
)T฀ HAS฀ NEVER฀ WORKED฀ EFFECTIVELY�฀ AND฀ GLOBAL฀ CARBON
EMISSIONS฀HAVE฀CONTINUED฀TO฀RISE�฀7ITH฀GOVERNMENTS
PURSUING฀ A฀ NARROW�฀ SHORT
TERM฀ ECONOMIC฀ AGENDA฀ n
STRONGLY฀ ENCOURAGED฀ BY฀ VAST฀ CORPORATIONS฀ n฀ THIS฀ IS
UNLIKELY฀ TO฀ CHANGE฀ AS฀ WE฀ MOVE฀ TOWARDS฀ THE฀ NEXT
MAJOR฀CLIMATE฀CONFERENCE฀IN฀0ARIS฀IN฀LATE฀�����

)F฀ THE฀ EXISTING฀ INSTITUTIONAL฀ ARRANGEMENTS฀ CANNOT฀ BE
RELIED฀ UPON฀ TO฀ ACHIEVE฀ THE฀ LEVEL฀ OF฀ EMISSION
REDUCTIONS฀ INDICATED฀BY฀CLIMATE฀SCIENCE�฀WE฀NEED฀A
BACK
UP฀ PLAN�฀ 4HE฀ REMEDY฀ PROPOSED฀ HERE฀ WAS
DEVELOPED฀ BY฀ MEMBERS฀ OF฀ THE฀ &OUNDATION฀ FOR฀ THE
%CONOMICS฀ OF฀ 3USTAINABILITY฀ �&EASTA	�฀ BASED฀ IN
)RELAND�� )T฀ WOULD฀ BE฀ AN฀ ADD
ON�฀ STARTED฀ AND
DEVELOPED฀OUTSIDE฀THE฀EXISTING฀PROCESS�฀BUT฀DESIGNED
TO฀WORK฀ IN฀CLOSE฀COOPERATION฀WITH฀THE฀PLAYERS฀WITHIN
THAT฀ PROCESS�฀ NAMELY฀ THE฀ PRODUCERS฀ AND฀ USERS฀ OF
FOSSIL฀ FUELS�฀ INCLUDING฀ NATIONAL฀ GOVERNMENTS�฀ )T฀ USES
THE฀SCHEME฀COMMONLY฀KNOWN฀AS฀@CAP฀AND฀SHARE���

#AP'LOBAL#ARBON�฀THE฀MAIN฀FEATURES
4HE฀ MAIN฀ FEATURES฀ OF฀ THE฀ NEW฀ ARRANGEMENT฀ WOULD
INCLUDE�฀ A฀ MECHANISM฀ FOR฀ CONTROLLING฀ CARBON
EMISSIONS�฀ CLEAR฀ INSTITUTIONAL฀ STRUCTURES�฀ AND฀ A
METHOD฀FOR฀THE฀FAIR฀DISTRIBUTION฀OF฀FUNDS�

4HE฀KEY฀TO฀CONTROLLING฀CARBON฀EMISSIONS฀WOULD฀BE฀A
LIMIT฀ON฀THE฀TOTAL฀GLOBAL฀EXTRACTION฀OF฀FOSSIL฀FUELS฀FROM
THE฀GROUND฀n฀AN฀@UPSTREAM�฀CAP�฀4HIS฀CAP฀WOULD฀BE
REDUCED฀ YEAR฀ ON฀ YEAR�฀ BASED฀ ON฀ CLIMATE฀ SCIENCE�฀ )T
WOULD฀BE฀IMPLEMENTED฀VIA฀A฀GLOBAL฀LICENCE฀SCHEME�
UNDER฀ WHICH฀ A฀ LICENCE฀ WOULD฀ BE฀ REQUIRED฀ TO฀ BRING
FOSSIL฀ FUELS฀ONTO฀ THE฀MARKET฀ANYWHERE฀ IN฀ THE฀WORLD�
4HERE฀ WOULD฀ BE฀ A฀ FREE฀ MARKET฀ FOR฀ LICENCES฀ n฀ THEY
WOULD฀BE฀ISSUED฀BY฀AUCTION฀AND฀THEN฀TRADED�

!฀NEW฀ INSTITUTION฀WOULD฀BE฀NEEDED฀ TO฀ESTABLISH฀AND
OPERATE฀THE฀SCHEME�฀ACTING฀ON฀BEHALF฀OF฀HUMANITY฀n
A฀ @GLOBAL฀ CLIMATE฀ COMMONS฀ TRUST��฀ 4HIS฀ WOULD
COOPERATE฀ WITH฀ NATIONAL฀ GOVERNMENTS฀ WHOSE฀ ROLE฀ IT
WOULD฀BE฀TO฀POLICE฀THE฀SCHEME฀WITHIN฀THEIR฀RESPECTIVE
JURISDICTIONS฀BY฀BANNING฀ THE฀EXPLOITATION฀OF฀ FUELS฀NOT
COVERED฀BY฀A฀LICENCE�

&UNDS฀ GENERATED฀ BY฀ THE฀ ANNUAL฀ AUCTION฀ OF฀ THE
LICENCES฀ WOULD฀ BE฀ USED฀ FOR฀ THE฀ BENEFIT฀ OF฀ PEOPLE
EQUALLY�฀ SO฀ THAT฀ THOSE฀ LIVING฀ A฀ LOW฀ CARBON฀ LIFESTYLE
WOULD฀BENEFIT�

-AKING฀IT฀HAPPEN

)T฀ IS฀ CLEAR฀ THAT฀ SUCH฀ A฀ SCHEME฀ IS฀ VERY฀ UNLIKELY฀ TO
EMERGE฀ FROM฀ THE฀ 5.฀ &###฀ PROCESS�฀ #OMPARABLE
PROPOSALS฀ BY฀ 0ETER฀ "ARNES฀ AND฀ OTHERS�� BY฀ /LIVER
4ICKELL� AND฀MOST฀RECENTLY฀BY฀-UTSUYOSHI฀.ISHUMURA�

HAVE฀ NOT฀ BEEN฀ TAKEN฀ UP�฀ 4HE฀ INITIATIVE฀ WILL฀ HAVE฀ TO
COME฀FROM฀THE฀PUBLIC฀THROUGH฀GRASSROOTS�฀CIVIL฀SOCIETY
ORGANISATIONS�

)S฀THIS฀REALISTIC�฀)฀BELIEVE฀IT฀IS�฀IF฀TWO฀KEY฀CONDITIONS฀ARE
MET�฀ A฀ SHARED฀ PURPOSE�� AND฀ SHARED฀ PRINCIPLES�
VALUES�

4HE฀SHARED฀PURPOSE฀WOULD฀BE฀THE฀ACHIEVEMENT฀OF฀THE
NECESSARY฀EMISSIONS฀REDUCTIONS฀TO฀AVOID฀CATASTROPHIC
CLIMATE฀ CHANGE�฀ IN฀ WAYS฀ THAT฀ BENEFITS฀ THOSE฀ IN
POVERTY�฀4HE฀SHARED฀PRINCIPLES�฀VALUES฀WOULD฀INCLUDE
EQUALITY�฀ RESPECT�฀ COOPERATION�฀ PARTICIPATORY
DEMOCRACY�฀TRANSPARENCY�฀ACCOUNTABILITY฀AND฀THE฀RULE
OF฀LAW�฀!LL฀PROCESSES฀WOULD฀BE฀CLEAR฀AND฀ENFORCEABLE
THOUGH฀THE฀COURTS�

7E฀CAN฀LEARN฀FROM฀AND฀BUILD฀ON฀WELL
USED฀MODELS�฀FOR
EXAMPLE�฀ THE฀ CONCEPT฀ OF฀ PUBLIC฀ RESOURCES�฀ I�E�
@COMMONS��฀ AND฀ COOPERATIVES�฀4HE฀ATMOSPHERE฀ IS฀ A
COMMON฀ RESOURCE฀ THAT฀ REQUIRES฀ COOPERATIVE
MANAGEMENT��

3OME฀ BROADER฀ CONCEPTS฀ ARE฀ IMPORTANT฀ TOO�฀ 4HESE
INCLUDE�฀HUMAN฀SOCIETY฀VIEWED฀AS฀A฀SUBSYSTEM฀OF฀THE
NATURAL฀ @'AIAN�฀ ENVIRONMENTAL฀ SYSTEM�� THE฀ WORLD
SEEN฀ NOT฀ AS฀ A฀ COLLECTION฀ OF฀ NATION
STATES฀ BUT฀ AS฀ A
SINGLE฀ GLOBAL฀ HUMAN฀ SOCIETY�� POWER฀ SEEN฀ NOT฀ AS
DOMINATION฀ BUT฀ AS฀ A฀ FACILITY฀ TO฀ hENABLE฀ THINGS฀ TO
HAPPENv��� AND฀THE฀@GREAT฀TRANSITION�฀n฀THE฀REALISATION
THAT฀ NOTHING฀ LESS฀ THAN฀ TRANSFORMATION฀ OF฀ ECONOMICS
AND฀POLITICS฀WILL฀DO��� #OULD฀THE฀CLIMATE฀CRISIS฀BE฀AN
OPPORTUNITY฀TO฀ADD฀MOMENTUM฀TO฀THE฀MOVEMENTS฀FOR
FUNDAMENTAL฀SOCIAL฀CHANGE�

7HO฀ WILL฀ BE฀ THE฀ MAIN฀ PLAYERS฀ IN฀ OUR฀ NEW
ARRANGEMENT�฀ )฀ THINK฀ YOUNG฀ PEOPLE฀ AND฀ WOMEN฀ n
NEGLECTED฀BY฀THE฀PRESENT฀SYSTEM฀n฀WILL฀TAKE฀A฀LEADING
ROLE�฀&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀ARE฀AT฀THE฀FOREFRONT
OF฀HARNESSING฀ REAL
TIME฀COMMUNICATIONS฀ TECHNOLOGY
AND฀ OPEN
SOURCE฀ SOFTWARE฀ SYSTEMS�฀ SUCH฀ AS฀ ,INUX

AND฀ 7IKIPEDIA�฀ WHICH฀ OPEN฀ UP฀ NUMEROUS฀ POSITIVE
POSSIBILITIES฀ WHEN฀ MANY฀ PEOPLE฀ CONTRIBUTE
COOPERATIVELY�

)฀BELIEVE฀IT฀CAN฀BE฀DONE�฀4HE฀CAP฀AND฀SHARE฀PROPOSALS�
COUPLED฀ WITH฀ SOME฀ OF฀ THE฀ ETHICAL�฀ INSTITUTIONAL฀ AND
ECONOMIC฀ CHANGES฀ THAT฀ )฀ HAVE฀ OUTLINED�฀ OFFER฀ AN
ALTERNATIVE฀ THAT฀ CAN฀ BE฀ DEVELOPED฀ WITHIN฀ THE
MAINSTREAM฀MARKET฀ECONOMY฀AND฀IN฀COOPERATION฀WITH
SYMPATHETIC฀ GOVERNMENTS฀ AND฀ ENTREPRENEURS�฀ )T฀ WILL
NOT฀NEED฀MASS฀SUPPORT฀INITIALLY�฀7E฀CAN฀BUILD฀THAT฀AS
WE฀GO฀ALONG�฀)F฀NECESSARY�฀LEGAL฀ACTIONS฀CAN฀BE฀TAKEN
AGAINST฀ FOSSIL฀ FUEL฀ CORPORATIONS฀ AS฀ WELL฀ AS
GOVERNMENTS฀ TO฀ ENFORCE฀ COMPLIANCE฀ WITH฀ THE
SCHEME���

)F฀ YOU฀ARE฀ INTERESTED฀ IN฀HELPING฀&EASTA฀PROMOTE฀ THIS
INITIATIVE฀MORE฀WIDELY�฀PLEASE฀CONTACT฀*OHN฀*OPLING฀AT
�JOHNJ THEVILLAGE�IE�

*OHN฀*OPLING฀IS฀A฀RETIRED฀BARRISTER฀AND฀A
FOUNDER฀MEMBER฀OF฀&EASTA�
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