
Science4Society Week 14-20th March 2016 

Design Competition – Design Brief 

 

You are the design team creating a proposal based on this Design Brief 

which contains the project requirements that you will need to consider.  

The purpose - vision 

A small group of people have decided that they would like to develop an eco-community for 

themselves and others. This group believes that there are benefits from living in a community 

of people who share ideas and values and that these can be achieved through the creation of 

an eco-community. They want to create 30 dwellings of different sizes to suit single people as 

well as families, and for people from different age groups. Their vision is that this will be an 

energy efficient and zero carbon project. 

The place - site 

The group have bought a piece of land for their project – see the Site plan. It is located next 

to a river and on the edge of a village which has around 800 homes. It is 3 miles from a small 

city with a regular bus service and a cycle path links the site to the city. The city is on the main 

train line to London. In the village there is a primary school, library, doctor’s surgery, 

pharmacy, post office, and several small shops – a grocery shop, newsagent and fish and chip 

shop. There is also a lively community centre, one pub and a church. There is an old two storey 

Mill on the site – but it will need to be refurbished if you want to use this building. 

The buildings 

The planned eco-community would consist of 30 individual homes of different sizes from 1 

bedroom flats to 3 bedroom houses, along with some shared facilities. These facilities would 

include a common room and shared kitchen for shared meals and social events, and could 

include spaces such as a laundry, guestrooms, play areas, workshops, gardens etc. You could 

also consider spaces for food production. 

The design and construction of these houses and shared spaces needs to encourage a sense 

of community and be environmentally friendly. This would apply to the layout of the buildings 

on the site, the design of the buildings – including the supply and use of energy – how people 

travel, and the materials used for construction. For this project proposal – the cost of 

materials and construction would be considered at a later stage, although you might 

acknowledge some of the costs involved when looking at layouts, materials and construction 

methods.  

Your Proposal  

Please refer to the competition instructions for your next steps to register, what you are 

expected to produce, and for what to do when you are ready to submit. We hope you enjoy 

exploring these ideas and we are looking forward to seeing how creative you are. Good luck! 


