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INTRODUCTION

Scientists for Global Responsibility is a small 
organisation with an impact disproportionate 
to its size. We’ve been a key player in a 
campaign awarded the Nobel peace prize and 
a long-standing source of expertise on critical 
issues to do with responsible science and 
technology, backed by an expert membership.

But in the last year we have decided that this 
is not enough, and that we must raise our 
ambition. The reasons are unfortunately obvious. 
A worsening of the global level of nuclear 
threats and insidious new weapons technologies 
vie with the climate emergency and potential 
breakdown as fundamental threats to the 
survival of human civilisation. That’s why we 
chose to try and do more, and better.

As you will read in this report we have 
refreshed and updated how we communicate 
in print and online, made it easier to join 
the organisation, and become part of new 
campaigning initiatives that address these 
critical threats. Even this will not, however, be 
enough, and we see it as just a few steps on a 
longer journey. The coming years are likely to 
be characterised by great upheavals and rapid 
change as government and society wake up to 
the scale and immediacy of these crises. How 
we respond is already raising huge questions 
about responsible science and technology.

From our research, publications and science 
education activities to our advisory work, 
media outreach and public speaking, the last 
year has seen SGR preparing the ground 
to move to a new level of influence and 
effectiveness. It means that we need to be 
braced for change just as much as the rest of 
business, government and society. To do so 
effectively we are going to need the backing 
and engagement of all of our members, friends 
and supporters, who we very much hope will 
increase in number. We hope our track record 
and the achievements laid out here, delivered 
with so few resources, shows that we are worth 
it. If you can help in any way, please get in 
touch. And, if not already, please become a 
member or supporter by visiting  
www.sgr.org.uk

Thank you.

PROJECTS

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE: 
We published our 
short, but ground-
breaking report, 
Artificial intelligence: 
how little has to go 
wrong? which included 
a small survey of 

attitudes towards AI involving SGR’s members 
and supporters. The overwhelming view was 
that current regulation and control of the 
technology would overall likely lead towards 
more negative than positive outcomes. Serious 
risks were poorly understood and there was 
the likelihood that AI would intensify current 
patterns of inequality and overconsumption, 
and increase security threats. The report 
was written by Andrew Simms with Stuart 
Parkinson and launched at the SGR Responsible 
Science conference, which was focused on the 
same topic, with a comment article based on 
the report published in New Scientist magazine.

One Planet, One Life is SGR’s new science 
education project led by Jan Maskell, which 
involves running workshops in schools on 
climate change and carbon footprints. The 
initial focus is on young people in North West 
England. Three pilot workshops were run in 
Lancaster in May-June 2018, funded by Young 
Lancashire. The main work started in January 
2019, with the aim of running 40 workshops 
in schools over 2 years, funded by Orsted’s 
Walney Extension Community Fund.

NUCLEAR WEAPONS THREAT:
SGR’s long-standing 
work challenging the 
threat from nuclear 
weapons and flaws in 
deterrence continued. 
Philip Webber wrote 

an article for the Huffington Post, Stuart 
Parkinson gave a talk to a Green Party public 
meeting in Lancaster, and we also carried 
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out broader media work. SGR staff took part 
in nuclear weapons protests at Faslane naval 
base in Scotland (where UK nuclear-armed 
submarines are based) and the shipyards at 
Barrow (where new nuclear submarines are 
being built). SGR also drove a high level of 
social media activity criticising confrontations 
between the USA and North-Korea, Iran, and 
Russia, while promoting the nuclear ban treaty. 
There were numerous downloads of three of 
our existing reports on nuclear weapons.

SCIENCE4SOCIETY (S4S) WEEK:
Science4Society week 2018 
took place as usual in March. 
We launched our new ‘Food 
cards’, a game packed with 
environmental and nutritional 
information. Co-ordinator 
Jan Maskell ran a workshop 

for science teachers in Warrington. Tours of 
eco-houses and renewable energy projects 
were also conducted for university students and 
school children. The competition theme this 
year was ‘Am I a good scientist?’ In preparation 
for S4S Week 2019, three preparatory 
workshops for science teachers were run in 
Birmingham, and an SGR stall ran at Lancashire 
Science Festival. There are now over 50 
teaching resources available to download from 
the S4S website, www.s4s.org.uk.

OTHER PROJECTS:

SGR further developed its focus on ethical 
careers in science, design and technology 
by conducting a feasibility study to assess 
the potential of new education resources for 
students at universities and schools. It was 
funded by Martin Ryle Trust and involved 
four workshops at school careers event in 
Cumbria, and SGR stalls at ethical careers fairs 
at universities in Cambridge and London. Our 
range of 10 existing SGR briefings continued 
to be very popular and were distributed in a 
mixture of paper and digital forms. 

We continued our work on the influence of 
arms and fossil fuel industries on professional 
organisations. We are writing up data gathered 
by our former research worker who was funded 
through the Peaceworker scheme. The final 
report is to be published in 2019. 

EVENTS

SGR CONFERENCE: 

SGR’s annual conference is now known as the 
Responsible Science Conference and in 2018 
posed the question, Artificial Intelligence: How 
little has to go wrong? Our expert speakers 
included: Peter Burt on autonomous weapons; 
John Finney on robotic ethics; Sarah Woods 
‘debating’ with a robot; and Andrew Simms 
summarising SGR’s new report on the theme 
of the conference, which was launched at the 
event. Perry Walker led an interactive workshop 
on driverless cars, the results of which fed 
into a government enquiry. The conference 
welcomed around 60 participants and was held 
in London in November.

OTHER SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS: 
We were very active with our outreach, 
speaking at numerous events. These included: 
11 science education workshops delivered by 
Jan Maskell for teachers and young people 
(as discussed in the ‘projects’ section); 
three talks by Stuart Parkinson, one on new 
weapons technologies at an international CND 
conference in London, one on nuclear weapons’ 
risks in Lancaster, and another on universities 
and the arms industry in Leeds, and a talk on 
climate change risks by Martin Bassant at 
church event in Liverpool. Andrew Simms spoke 
about climate breakdown and rapid transition 
to the AGM of the London Hazard Centre, a 
progressive business conference in Brighton, at 
an evening imagining sustainable futures at the 
Barbican Centre in London, and at the People, 
Pits and Politics festival. He also addressed an 
event on avoided emissions at the Carbon Trust, 
on the economics of rapid transition in Bristol, 
and on the same theme for a seminar on zero 
carbon Britain at the Centre for Alternative 
Technology. SGR was represented and 
promoted at several other similar type events.
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REFRESHING HOW WE COMMUNICATE:

This year, SGR 
embarked on a process 
of refreshing its overall 
communications. 
We began a process 
of redesign that 
will encompass our 
logo, newsletters, 
reports, conference, 
membership process 
and website. One 
of the first aspects 

to come to fruition was the replacing of the 
old SGR Newsletter with the new Responsible 
Science Journal. The term ‘responsible science’ 
will be a uniting factor across all our work. The 
new journal aims for the same high standard 
of content, but has undergone a complete 
redesign to raise the profile of the publication. 
In the first new edition, articles covered 
robotic weapons, rapid climate change, risks of 
artificial intelligence, environmental behaviour 
change, nuclear weapons ‘modernisation’, 
fracking, arms conversion, and electric / 
driverless cars.

MEDIA: 

There was a wide range of articles authored by 
SGR over the year, including: Andrew Simms 
on the risks of AI in New Scientist; Stuart 
Parkinson comparing climate and military 
spending in Laboratory News; and Philip 
Webber on nuclear weapons in Huffington Post 
UK. SGR was also quoted in: Science magazine, 
Nature blog, The Times, Sunday Times, The 
Observer, the openDemocracy website, Morning 
Star, Times Higher Education, Science Business 
website, and numerous other specialist 
science/ peace/ environmental media outlets 
– as well as appearing in a radio interview on 
BBC Lancashire.

SGR WEBSITE: 

A process of upgrading and redesigning 
the website was begun during the year, but 
the existing site continued to serve the 
organisation as the new site was developed. 

The aims of the redevelopment were to: 
widen the appeal to more diverse audiences, 
including young people; improve accessibility 
to a wider range of devices, including 
smartphones and tablets; streamline the 
joining process to increase membership; 
and improve website security.*  The existing 
website continued to receive large numbers of 
visitors.

SOCIAL MEDIA: 
We continue to run two email lists – 
sgrforum and sgrupdate – as well as using 
Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn to promote 
our activities. Our combined number 
of followers is 4,000, a 6% increase on 
previous year, although this underestimates 
the organisation’s reach as individual staff 
members who regularly promote SGR work 
have larger followings.

 

* NB launch of new website was after end of reporting 
year, so this will be covered in next year’s annual report

COMMUNICATIONS

The journal of Scientists for Global Responsibility (SGR) 
A membership organisation promoting responsible science and technology.  
Part of the campaign awarded the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize.

FOCUS 
ON AI

Issue No. 1  
Winter 2019

An alarmist’s guide  
to climate change
Bill McGuire

Lethal and autonomous –  
coming to a sky near you
Peter Burt

The psychology of cutting 
plastic pollution
Jan Maskell

News from SGR
Nuclear weapons campaigning

Science4Society Week 2019

One Planet – One Life

Obituary: Stephen Hawking FOCUS 
ON AI
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OTHER CAMPAIGNING

SGR is a leading organisation in ‘Researchers 
for Peace’ (RfP) – a campaign against the new 
European Defence Fund, which has proposed 
budget of €13 billion to bolster the European 
arms industry, especially in R&D. The RfP 
statement opposing the Fund was signed by 
over 1,000 researchers across Europe and 
beyond, and generated good media coverage 
in Science magazine, Nature blog and elsewhere 
(see the media section).

We supported the formal complaint over the 
Science Museum’s acceptance of oil industry 
funding – including from Shell – for some of 
its exhibitions. This has become part of a much 
broader and increasingly high-profile campaign 
against cultural sponsorship by the fossil fuel 
industries.

SGR advised on research reports on armed 
drones (published by Drone Wars UK) and arms 
conversion (published by Nuclear Education 
Trust). We also lent support to anti-fracking 
campaigners in Lancashire by helping with 
environmental research, and supported a call to 
halt to fracking in the UK by Frack Free United. 
This laid important groundwork to point out the 
contradictions between UK climate policy and 
day-to-day decision making on energy policy 
which has subsequently risen up the political 
agenda in the wake of the new zero carbon by 
2050 target and the declaration in Parliament 
of a climate emergency.

We became a founder member of the new, 
international Rapid Transition Alliance, which 
was launched in the House of Commons in 
December 2018, on the first working day of the 
climate change talks. Speaking at the launch 
were Clive Lewis MP of the shadow cabinet 
Treasury team with responsibility for climate 
change, Ed Davey MP, former energy minister, 
leading international climate lawyer Farhana 
Yamin, and the Green Party deputy leader 
Amelia Womack. SGR plays an active role in the 
developing Alliance. Many SGR members also 
signed the letter of support for School Climate 
Strikers, published in The Guardian in February.

SGR also took part in two national peace 
campaign events in London to mark the World 
War I armistice anniversary in November. 

Indeed, the most popular item on the SGR 
website during this reporting year was an article 
documenting how WWI had accelerated the 
industrialisation of war.

STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS

STAFF: 
In April 2018, we welcomed Andrew Simms to 
the newly created post of Assistant Director, 
whose responsibilities included increasing 
SGR’s profile and influence. Stuart Parkinson 
continued as Executive Director and Vanessa 
Moss continued as Office Manager. Jan 
Maskell continued to co-ordinate SGR’s 
education projects, which this year included 
Science4Society Week (see p.4), a feasibility 
study on new ethical careers materials (see p.4), 
and our new project, One Planet One Life (see 
p.3). We thank all our staff for their hard work.

NATIONAL CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE:

The NCC – chaired by Philip Webber – 
continued to provide oversight of SGR’s 
activities. In May, Steve Ballard and Simon 
Reed were co-opted as Committee Members. 
In November, Alice Pledger stepped down. 
We thank her for her valuable contribution. A 
full list of NCC members is given on the inside 
front cover. Many thanks to NCC members for 
all the effort and expertise they provide for the 
organisation.

OTHER VOLUNTEERS: 
Numerous other people contributed their time 
and energy voluntarily to SGR. These included:

Responsible Science Journal and Blog authors: 
Paul Allen, Peter Burt, Alan Cottey, John 
Finney, Wiebina Heesterman, Bill McGuire, 
Barnaby Pace, Fred Pearce, Perry Walker, John 
Whitelegg

SGR stall volunteers: Richard Jennings, Alastair 
Maskell, Harald Molgaard, Ben Samuel

Other volunteers: Keith Baker, Shelagh Doonan, 
Gwen Harrison, Michael Weller, Brian Wynne

We thank them for their very useful 
contributions. 
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FINANCIAL REVIEW

SGR’s finances for this reporting period 
(from March 2018 to February 2019 
inclusive) continue to be in good health. 

A detailed breakdown of our income and 
expenditure is shown in the tables and 
figures.

Total income increased by 11% from 
the previous year, mainly due to 
an increase in grants. Income from 
membership subscriptions was stable, 
and donations (both to the annual appeal 
and throughout the year) again reached 
a respectable level. At the end of the 
reporting period, we had approximately 
750 members. Conference income rose 
significantly, due to our event this year 
being a full-day rather than a half-day. We 
received grants during the year from The 
Martin Ryle Trust for core costs (£6,019), 
website redevelopment (£3,825) and a 
new project on ethical careers (£4,680). 
We also received a grant from Naturesave 
(£500) for Science4Society Week. We are 
very grateful to all who supported SGR’s 
work this year.

Total expenditure rose by 24% over the 
previous year. Much of this was project 
expenditure in line with grant income, 
although it should also be noted that 
there was significant voluntary input to 
our project work as well. Expenditure on 
salaries for core staff also increased as 
we took on a part-time Assistant Director 
for the first time. We expect this increase 
to both improve our visibility with our 
target audiences and to help recruit 
more members. Other areas of spending 
fluctuated, often depending on whether 
bills were received at the end of, or start 
of, SGR’s financial year.

As a result of all these factors, SGR 
entered its new financial year with a 
healthy bank balance. However, our 
finances continue to depend on the 
success of grant applications and the 
generosity of donors.

Income (£) 2017-18 2018-19

Membership subscriptions £19,961 £19,607

Membership appeal £9,808 £9,885

Grants £9,693 £15,024

Donations £1,879 £1,195

Conference income £829 £1,634

Sales of publications £117 £172

Interest £13 £39

Total £42,299 £47,555

Expenditure (£) 2017-18 2018-19

Core wages and NI £25,442 £28,995

Rent, insurance and utilities £2,662 £3,668

Recruitment £1,059 £480

Responsible Science  
Journal/ SGR Newsletter

£3,114 £3,275

Conference and AGM £2,129 £2,756

Other core costs £3,057 £4,441

Website redesign/  
upgrade project

£0 £2,869

Science4Society Week 
project

£1,796  £1,911

Fracking project £0 £97

Ethical Careers project £0  £2,500

AI project £0 £330

Total £39,259 £51,324

Balance on 01.03.18 £32,537

Income £47,555

Expenditure £51,324

Income minus expenditure -£3,769

Balance on 28.02.19 £28,768

NB All figures rounded to nearest pound
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