
Kicking out Big Oil
Lessons from the campaign to remove fossil 

fuels from cultural institutions



‘The reserves in currently operating oil 
and gas fields alone, even with no coal, 

would take the world beyond 1.5°C.’

The Sky’s Limit, Oil Change International et al
(September 2016)

The strategy: 
challenging oil companies’ social license to operate 

wherever they are shaping it



A SOCIAL LICENSE FROM CULTURE



A domino effect 
of wins

Tate 2016
Edinburgh International Festival 2016
National Gallery 2018
Edinburgh Science Festival 2019
Royal Shakespeare Company 2019
National Galleries Scotland 2019
National Theatre 2019
Southbank Centre 2020
British Film Institute 2020



Lesson 1: 
creativity is a 
powerful tool

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oMAImPJHqHk
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Lesson 2: 
Build coalitions beyond 
traditional campaigns 



Lesson 3: 
Make the links: 

from climate to other 
justice issues 





Lesson 4: 
1.Some of these 

corporate relationships 
are deeply entrenched



Lesson 5:
The youth are the future!
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