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• Under a Non-defensive defence policy, the armed forces retain the capability to defend 

national territory (and contribute to peacekeeping), but not to invade or mount a major national territory (and contribute to peacekeeping), but not to invade or mount a major 

attack

• The case for Non-offensive defence (although known under a variety of titles) has 

been made since at least 1982. 

Reference: Civilisation 3000 (2010)
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References: Abbott et al (2006); HM Government (2010)
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• UK military budget is world’s 4th largest behind USA, China and France

• UK is home to world’s largest arms company – BAE Systems (has become largest 

following further takeovers of US companies)

• UK is 5th largest arms exporter behind USA, Russia, Germany and France

References: Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (2010a, 2010b)
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Government estimates as given in: Greenpeace UK (2009), p6
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• Military procurement projects commissioned by Labour government were over budget 

by £35 billion in 2009, and arriving five years later than expected. by £35 billion in 2009, and arriving five years later than expected. 

• Strategic Defence and Security Review 2010 confirmed this problem – see later.

Reference: Sunday Times (2009)
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Cost of Trident replacement estimated by Greenpeace UK (2009) (cost is undiscounted)

Cost of Aircraft carriers – government estimate from 2005.Cost of Aircraft carriers – government estimate from 2005.
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• Figures include direct and indirect (supply chain) employment (roughly 50:50)

Data from: Defence Analytical Services and Advice (2009), Table 1.10; Office of National 

Statistics (2009)
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• Greater security co-operation with allies, especially USA, France

Reference: Cameron (2010)
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• Scale of changes 2005-2020 comparable with those at end of Cold War

Aircraft carriers: 2 ‘super’ carriers to be built (Queen Elizabeth class) – one to be held • Aircraft carriers: 2 ‘super’ carriers to be built (Queen Elizabeth class) – one to be held 
in reserve or sold off; helicopters only (no fast jets capability) from 2011 to 2020; carry 
Joint Strike Fighters from ~2020

• Destroyers: 6 x Type-45 replacing Type-42 by 2020

• Frigates: reduce to 13 x Type-23 by 2020 (phaseout of Type-22)

• Submarines (conventional): 7 x Astute class to replace Trafalgar & Swiftsure by 2020

• Submarines (nuclear) – see later

• Battle tanks: Challenger 1 & 2

• Heavy artillery: AS90 armoured artillery vehicles

• Fast jets: Harriers retired in 2011; Tornadoes phased out; by 2020 – only Typhoon and 
Joint Strike Fighter

• Nimrod: existing Nimrods grounded due to safety concerns; new Nimrods cancelled

• Air support: phased replacement of VC-10 and TriStars with A330 (adapted Airbus)

• Commensurate reductions in other smaller equipment holdings

References: Ministry of Defence (2010); Defence Analytical Services and Advice (2010)
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Ministry of Defence (2010)
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Ministry of Defence (2010)
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• Environmental sector - including environmental consultancy, air pollution control, 

environmental monitoring, marine pollution control, waste management, recovery and environmental monitoring, marine pollution control, waste management, recovery and 

recycling; as well as the service industries that support environmental management.

• Renewable energy sector - including wind, wave and tidal, biomass, geothermal, hydro 

and photovoltaic energy generation and the services that

support them, including renewables consultancy.

• Emerging low carbon sector - including alternative fuels such as nuclear, and 

alternative fuels for vehicles, carbon capture and storage, building technologies, energy 

management and carbon finance.

• Many security benefits of tackling action to curb climate change and protect 

environment
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• UK LCEGS sector is worth about £106 billion

• Global market for LCEGS estimated at ~£3,000,000,000,000 and growing fast

Reference: Innovas (2009)
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Main points:

• 34% cut in greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 (from 1990 level)

• 15% of energy from renewable sources by 2020 (tenfold increase)

• New nuclear power stations (very controversial)

• Efforts to substantially improve building energy efficiency

• Working for major improvements in transport efficiency, including cars, trains and 

aircraft

• Economic measures (eg carbon trading) to encourage energy efficiency across the 

whole economy

• R&D especially on marine energy, and efficient cars and aircraft

Main reference: Department for Energy and Climate Change (2009)
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There are some exceptions to this in the civilian sector, such as nuclear power.
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• Figures for number of jobs created rounded to nearest 100

Reference: Pollin and Garrett-Peltier (2007)
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Sector figures from: Defence Analytical Services and Advice (2009), Table 1.4; 

Department of Trade and Industry (2006), p61Department of Trade and Industry (2006), p61

R&D figures from: Defence Analytical Services and Advice (2009), Table 1.8; 

International Energy Agency (2009)

Technology figures: Eurofighter costs based on slide 8; Onshore wind farm – capital costs 

~£1000/kW – converted from figures in GWEC (2008). UK figures are probably lower.
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Reference: Schofield (2007)
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Insider Media Ltd (2010)
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• Jobs in military/defence sector fell from 625,000 in 1985/86 to 410,000 in 1995/96 

• Employment figures include MoD non-equipment spending• Employment figures include MoD non-equipment spending

Employment figures from: Defence Analytical Services and Advice (1998)
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• Figures in table calculated from those in the references

• A cut in arms exports would have a short-term cost to the UK economy, whereas • A cut in arms exports would have a short-term cost to the UK economy, whereas 

cancellation of Trident replacement and/or aircraft carriers would have a net benefit.

References: York University study: Chalmers et al (2001); BASIC study: Dunne et al (2007)
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• MoD jobs – full-time equivalent jobs directly dependent on either equipment or non-

equipment budgetsequipment budgets

References: Defence Analytical Services and Advice (2009), Table 1.11; Innovas (2009)
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References: Sheffield Forgemasters International (2010); Advanced Manufacturing Park 

(2010)(2010)
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• Cleaner/ greener future – tackling global environmental problems; creating lots of 

jobs; security benefits (more secure energy supplies/ less political instability due to jobs; security benefits (more secure energy supplies/ less political instability due to 

climate change)

• Military/ nuclear industries – nuclear weapons proliferation; radioactive waste issues; 

nuclear plant safety; concerns about contributing to arms race/ arms exports and 

associated problems
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