
Presentation given at St John’s Church, Hereford, 17 April 2012. An event to mark the 

Global Day of Action on Military SpendingGlobal Day of Action on Military Spending
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Key points

• US remains dominant with massive spending increases since 9/11 attacks

• China and Russia have used their growing economies to try to close the gap

• UK and France have had more modest increases but are now falling back

• Regional arms races are developing – especially in Asia – as effects of US spending 

increase ripples out

2011 figures – released on the day of this presentation – show that:

• global military spending rose with inflation, i.e. in real terms, it roughly levelled off

• Russian spending overtook UK and France

Reference: SIPRI (2012)
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• UK military budget was £38.6 bn ($59.6 bn) in 2010 – world’s 3rd largest behind USA 

and Chinaand China

• UK military spending per person: more than 2 times that of Russia; more than 10 times 

that of China

• UK spending per person/ per unit GDP is much larger than EU average

• UK is 5th largest arms exporter behind USA, Russia, Germany and France

Main reference: Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (2011) 
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Current strategy in USA, UK and elsewhere is based on concept known as Revolution in 

Military Affairs (RMA)
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Military Affairs (RMA)



Large arms companies – like all large companies – are international in their structure, so:

• UK-based companies have many factories and offices (and therefore employment) 

overseas, e.g. BAE Systems now employs more people in the USA than in the UK

• Foreign-based companies have a significant presence in the UK – e.g. Lockheed Martin 

and General Dynamics – to enable them to sell equipment more easily to the UK military
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• Subsidies: estimates of £9,000+ per arms export job: CAAT (2009)

• Arms exports: Committees on Arms Export Controls (2011)

• UK nuclear weapons roles (more info from company websites)

• BAE Systems designs and builds nuclear submarines which carry UK nuclear 

weapons

• Rolls-Royce designs and builds the nuclear power plant which propels these 

nuclear submarines

• Babcock runs Devonport dockyards which refuels these nuclear submarines
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Reference: Cameron (2010); Ministry of Defence (2010)
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• Scale of changes 2005-2020 comparable with those at end of Cold War

Aircraft carriers: 2 ‘super’ carriers to be built (Queen Elizabeth class) – one to be held • Aircraft carriers: 2 ‘super’ carriers to be built (Queen Elizabeth class) – one to be held 
in reserve or sold off; helicopters only (no fast jets capability) from 2011 to 2020; carry 
Joint Strike Fighters from ~2020

• Destroyers: 6 x Type-45 replacing Type-42 by 2020

• Frigates: reduce to 13 x Type-23 by 2020 (phaseout of Type-22)

• Submarines (conventional): 7 x Astute class to replace Trafalgar & Swiftsure by 2020

• Submarines (nuclear) – currently planned to remain at 4, but number of warheads 
reduced (see next slide)

• Battle tanks: Challenger 1 & 2

• Heavy artillery: AS90 armoured artillery vehicles

• Fast jets: Harriers retired in 2011; Tornadoes phased out; by 2020 – only Typhoon and 
Joint Strike Fighter

• Nimrod: existing Nimrods grounded due to safety concerns; new Nimrods cancelled

• Air support: phased replacement of VC-10 and TriStars with A330 (adapted Airbus)

• Commensurate reductions in other smaller equipment holdings

References: Ministry of Defence (2010); Defence Analytical Services and Advice (2010)
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• UK nuclear arsenal is being reduced to 180 warheads (Ministry of Defence, 2010): still 

equivalent to over 1000 Hiroshimasequivalent to over 1000 Hiroshimas

• Estimate of total cost of Trident replacement system (Greenpeace UK, 2009)

• In 1996, International Court of Justice gave an ‘advisory opinion’ stating that the threat 

or use of nuclear weapons would generally be against the principles of international 

humanitarian law.

• Commitment to developing a strategy for complete disarmament first stated in 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) agreed in 1968, and restated in review 

conferences since.

Reference (except where stated): WMD Awareness Project (2010)
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UK situation

• Drones initially deployed for reconnaissance, but from 2007 the UK began deploying 

(US-made) armed ‘Predator’ drones in Afghanistan. By the end of 2011, the RAF had 

carried out over 200 drone strikes.

• UK collaboration with Israeli military and arms industry to deploy and develop drones

• BAE Systems developing two armed drones: Mantis and Taranis

• 10 UK universities involved in R&D on drones (FLAVIIR programme)

Ethical issues

• Shifting of risk from ‘our’ soldiers to others: Increased risk of civilian casualties

• Serious arms proliferation risk – small drones, especially, are also a potential terrorist 

weapon

Main references: Drone Wars UK (2012); Langley et al (2008)

Photo: BAE Mantis
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• ‘a-c’ are not conventional military threats, while ‘d’ is effectively a ‘war of choice’

Reference: HM Government (2010)
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Ministry of Defence (2010); Eisenhower (1961)
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• For examples, see slide 6 and Libyan case study later: including the UK example where 
50 arms export licenses for Bahrain and Libya were revoked in February 2011 (BBC News 50 arms export licenses for Bahrain and Libya were revoked in February 2011 (BBC News 
online, 2011)

• Estimate of civilian casualties calculated from: Iraq Body Count (2010)

• Related concern of a shift from ‘threat-driven’ defence to ‘capability-based’ defence, 
as military corporations increasingly influence agenda for defence policy based on what 
technologies can be developed rather a broader assessment of security threats
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• 8 UN MDGs agreed in 2000: target year is 2015

• Cost estimates for meeting MDGs are based on calculations by UN and World Bank

• Ample scope for cutting military budgets to fund meeting these targets

• Sources: GDAMS (2011); Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (2011)
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Figures from: OPEC (2010)

Libya was ranked 168 out of 183 in international corruption index: Transparency 

International (2011)
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Amnesty International (2011).
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• MBDA is joint venture between BAE Systems, EADS, and Finmeccanica

Sources: 

UK arms exports (descriptions): The Guardian (2011a); Feinstein (2011)

Financial figures from the Official Journal of the European Union summarised in The 

Guardian (2011c)
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EU arms embargo to Libya ended in October 2004.

Source: Figures from the Official Journal of the European Union summarised in The 

Guardian (2011c)
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UK military and ‘controlled’ export licenses granted in the year to Sept 2010. Data from 

the Department of Business, Innovation and Skills. Summarised and presented in The the Department of Business, Innovation and Skills. Summarised and presented in The 

Guardian (2011b).
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References and further details:

• NATO quote: Daily Telegraph (2011)

• Casualty figures from Libyan Health Ministry: Associated Press (2011)

• New risk of proliferation of arms through unprotected stockpiles. For example, Gaddafi 

bought 20,000 surface to air missiles – easy to smuggle, easy to use – only 5,000 have 

been found after the collapse of the regime. Any one missile could destroy a civil airliner. 

Rumours that Al Qaeda have tried to acquire them. Shapiro (2012)

• Estimate of costs for UK role in NATO action is ~£1bn (The Guardian, 2011d); including 

costs borne by NATO allies will multiply this figure

• Example of Libya’s post-conflict situation: Boston Globe (2012)
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• Under a ‘Non-offensive’ or ‘Defensive’ defence policy, the armed forces retain the 

capability to defend national territory (and contribute to peacekeeping), but not to capability to defend national territory (and contribute to peacekeeping), but not to 

invade or mount a major attack

• The case for Non-offensive defence (although known under a variety of titles) has 

been made since at least 1982. 

Reference: Civilisation 3000 (2010)
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• Proposed by Oxford Research Group

• Competition over resources: armed conflict over especially oil and other natural 

resources; key solution: energy conservation & renewable energy

• Global militarisation: as discussed in this talk

• Marginalisation of majority world: poverty and global inequality leading to resentment 

and conflict, especially as low-income people see wealthy lifestyle of others via internet; 

key solution: reform of global economic system

• Climate change: reduces availability of water, food, land which can lead to conflict; key 

solution: reducing greenhouse gas emissions (including effiicient, renewable energy)

Reference: Abbott et al (2006)
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Promoted by International Peace Bureau, http://ipb.org/
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Civilisation 3000 (2009)
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Nobel Prize (1987).
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Ranks high on:

- World Bank’s Human Development Index

- New Economics Foundation’s Happy Planet Index (no. 1)

- Yale University’s (and others) Environmental Performance Index 

Source: Wikipedia (2012) and references therein
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See details of SDSR and NSS earlier

Ministry of Defence (2010); HM Government (2010)
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• Environmental sector - including environmental consultancy, air pollution control, 

environmental monitoring, marine pollution control, waste management, recovery and environmental monitoring, marine pollution control, waste management, recovery and 

recycling; as well as the service industries that support environmental management.

• Renewable energy sector - including wind, wave and tidal, biomass, geothermal, hydro 

and photovoltaic energy generation and the services that

support them, including renewables consultancy.

• Emerging low carbon sector - including alternative fuels such as nuclear, and 

alternative fuels for vehicles, carbon capture and storage, building technologies, energy 

management and carbon finance (includes some controversial areas, especially nuclear 

power).

• Many security benefits of tackling action to curb climate change and protect 

environment
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But nuclear power – promoted by the government – raises security problems of its 

own... own... 
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Military industrial sector

• Only approx. 0.7% of total UK employment; 7% of manufacturing sector

• Sector is contracting

• Most jobs in regions of high employment (e.g. South East England) 

Data from: Defence Analytical Services and Advice (2009), Table 1.10; Office of National 

Statistics (2009)

Green collar sector

• Sector is expanding

• Figures are estimated by a government commissioned study. As the sector is new and 

not well-defined, estimates are less certain. Some argue that these estimates are too 

high – although the sector is still much higher than military industrial. 

• UK LCEGS sector is estimated to be worth over £100 billion

• Global market for LCEGS estimated at over £3,000,000,000,000 and growing fast

Reference: Innovas (2009)
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Military industry

• Capital-intensive, i.e. low job creation for investment; highly specialised jobs

Civilian sectors

• Generally more labour-intensive, including many ‘green’ sectors 

• ‘Clean energy’ includes energy efficiency (e.g. building insulation) and renewable 

energy

Reference: Pollin and Garrett-Peltier (2011)
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• Jobs in military/defence sector fell from 625,000 in 1985/86 to 410,000 in 1995/96 

• Employment figures include MoD non-equipment spending• Employment figures include MoD non-equipment spending

Employment figures from: Defence Analytical Services and Advice (1998)
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Jane’s (2011) 
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• Nuclear weapons: 7 NWFZs (Nuclear Weapons-Free Zones) include approx 60% of 

nations; New START – 2010 nuclear weapons treaty between USA and Russia to further nations; New START – 2010 nuclear weapons treaty between USA and Russia to further 

reduce arsenals (Nuclear Threat Initiative, 2012)

• Costa Rica Consensus (Arias, 2012)
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