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(OWINFLUENTIALARETHECLIMATECHANGESCEPTICS�
3TUART0ARKINSONLOOKSATTHEFACTORSTHATHAVE
LED TO THE PROMINENCE OF CLIMATE CHANGE
SCEPTICS OVER THEPAST TWODECADESANDASKS
WHETHERTHEYAREASINFLUENTIALASTHEYSEEM�

)N *ULY� THE "ERKELEY %ARTH 3URFACE 4EMPERATURE
�"%34	PROJECTCONCLUDEDTHATGLOBALTEMPERATUREHAD
RISEN ���ª# OVER THE PAST ��� YEARS AND THAT
hESSENTIALLY ALL OF THIS INCREASE RESULTS FROM THE
HUMAN EMISSION OF GREENHOUSE GASESv�� 4HE THING
THATMADETHISCONCLUSIONSOSIGNIFICANTWASTHATTHE
ANALYSIS WAS CARRIED OUT BY A GROUP OF SCIENTISTS
INITIALLY SCEPTICAL OF CLIMATE CHANGE� AND WAS PART
FUNDED BY ONE OF THE +OCH &OUNDATIONS� WHICH ARE
MAJORFUNDERSOF53CLIMATECHANGESCEPTICGROUPS��

4HIS COULD BE THE DEATH KNELL OF THE MAINSTREAM
PUBLICDEBATEOVERWHETHERGLOBALCLIMATECHANGEIS
HAPPENINGANDWHETHERHUMANSARETHEMAINCAUSE�
"UT THE DEBATE HAS SEEMED SETTLED MANY TIMES
BEFOREnNOTLEASTWHENTHE)NTERGOVERNMENTAL0ANEL
ON #LIMATE #HANGE �)0##	 PUBLISHED THEIR SECOND�
THIRD AND FOURTH @ASSESSMENT REPORTS� IN ��������
����AND����RESPECTIVELYnANDTHESCEPTICSHAVE
PROVENSTUBBORNLYRESILIENT�

0OWERFULFRIENDS
3'2 REVIEWED THE INFLUENCE OF CLIMATE CHANGE
SCEPTICS IN ITS REPORT 3CIENCE AND THE #ORPORATE
!GENDA IN������ )NITWELOOKEDATHOWLARGESCALE
FUNDINGBYTHEFOSSILFUELINDUSTRY�STARTINGINTHE53!
INTHELATE����S�HADBROUGHTTHEDOUBTSOFASMALL
NUMBER OF CLIMATE SCIENTISTS INTO THE PUBLIC REALM
ANDHAD KEPT THEM THERE LONGAFTER THE ISSUESHAD
BEENSETTLEDWITHIN THESCIENTIFICCOMMUNITY�!S THE
SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE SOLIDIFIED� SUPPORT FROM SOME
CORPORATIONS�E�G�3HELLAND"0	FELLAWAYWHILETHAT
FROM OTHERS �E�G� %XXON	 CONTINUED� OFTEN VIA THIRD
PARTIES SUCH AS PUBLIC RELATIONS ORGANISATIONS AND
THINKTANKS�

4HESE THINKTANKS WERE GENERALLY THOSE ESPOUSING
FREEMARKETVIEWSnSUCHASTHE(EARTLAND)NSTITUTEn
AND SO THE POLITICAL ALIGNMENT WITH RIGHTWING
POLITICIANSANDPARTIESGREW�!CADEMICSHAVEPOINTED
OUTTHATTHEOVERWHELMINGMAJORITYOFCLIMATECHANGE
SCEPTIC COMMENTATORS IN THE 53! HAVE LINKS WITH
FREEMARKET�RIGHTWING THINKTANKS�� 4HIS POLITICAL
ALIGNMENTBECAMEMOREDEEPLYENTRENCHEDWITHTHE
RISE IN PROMINENCE OF FORMER $EMOCRATIC VICE
PRESIDENT!L 'ORE AS A CLIMATE CHANGE ADVOCATE IN
THEMID����S�53OPINIONPOLLSSHOWTHATTHEVIEWS
OF2EPUBLICANAND$EMOCRATSUPPORTERSONTHISISSUE
BEGAN TODIVERGESTRONGLY FROM THAT TIMEONWARDS��

!ND�OFCOURSE�THEPOLITICALDIVERGENCEINVIEWSHAS

BEEN REFLECTED IN THEMEDIA�WITH RIGHTWINGOUTLETS
INCREASINGLYTAKINGASCEPTICALPOSITION�

(ENCE�THELARGESCALEINDUSTRIAL�POLITICALANDMEDIA
SUPPORTHAVEPROVENTOBEAPOWERFULCOMBINATIONFOR
RAISING THE PROFILE OF THE CLIMATE CHANGE SCEPTICS
DESPITETHELACKOFSCIENTIFICBACKINGFORTHEIRVIEWS�

(OWINFLUENTIALARETHESCEPTICS
REALLY�
7HILE THE PUBLIC PROFILE OF SCEPTICS MAY BE HIGH IN
COUNTRIES LIKE THE 53! AND 5+� AND THE POLITICAL
INFLUENCEWITHINTHE53!ISUNDENIABLE�ITWOULDBEA
MISTAKETOASSUMETHISISUNIVERSALLYTHECASE�

&OR EVIDENCE� CONSIDER A RECENT ANALYSIS OF MEDIA
COVERAGE OF CLIMATE CHANGE SCEPTICISM WHICH
SUGGESTSTHATTHESCEPTICS�HIGHPROFILEIS LARGELYAN
@!NGLO3AXON PHENOMENON�� BEING MUCH MORE
PROMINENT IN%NGLISHSPEAKINGCOUNTRIES�� #OVERAGE
nEVENINRIGHTLEANINGMEDIAnINCOUNTRIESSUCHAS
&RANCE� )NDIA� "RAZIL AND #HINA GIVES CONSIDERABLY
LESS ATTENTION TO SCEPTICS� VIEWS� /NE POSSIBLE
EXPLANATION COULD BE THE TYPE OF ECONOMIC SYSTEM
PURSUED IN !NGLO3AXON NATIONS� !CADEMICS 0ETER
(ALL AND $AVID 3OSKICE HAVE POINTED OUT THAT SUCH
NATIONS HAVE HISTORICALLY PURSUED A STRONGER FREE
MARKET APPROACH� HAVING BEEN QUICKER TO LIBERALISE
ANDDEREGULATE THEIRECONOMIES�� 4HISCULTUREMAY
HAVE INCREASED POLITICAL RESISTANCE TO CONCEPTS OF
@ENVIRONMENTAL LIMITS� THATARESOCENTRAL TO TACKLING
THEPROBLEMOFCLIMATECHANGE�

)T IS ALSO INSTRUCTIVE TO LOOK AT INTERNATIONAL OPINION
POLLS CONDUCTED BETWEEN ���� AND ������ 4HESE
SHOW HIGH LEVELS OF CONCERN ACROSS THE MAJOR
COUNTRIES� WITH THE AVERAGE AT AROUND ���
CONSIDERINGCLIMATECHANGEA@SERIOUS�PROBLEM�%VEN
INTHE53!nWHICHPOLLSTHELOWESTLEVELSOFCONCERN
AMONGTHEMOSTPOWERFULNATIONSnTHISFIGURESTANDS
ATABOUT����#ONCERNHASGROWNRECENTLYIN#HINA�
)NDIAAND2USSIA�BUTHAS FALLENSOMEWHAT INSOME
7ESTERNCOUNTRIES�INCLUDINGTHE5+�!RETHESCEPTICS
TOBLAMEFORTHISFALL�-OREDETAILEDANALYSISSHOWS
THAT IT ISACTUALLYMORE LIKELY TOBE THECOLDWINTERS
THAT %UROPE AND ELSEWHERE HAVE EXPERIENCED
RECENTLY��

)NDEED�THEIDEATHATTHEPUBLIC�SDIRECTEXPERIENCEOF
EXTREMEWEATHERHASAMOREPOWERFULINFLUENCEOVER
THEIRVIEWSONCLIMATECHANGETHANCRITICISMSOFTHE
SCIENCE IS GIVEN FURTHER CREDENCE BY THE LATEST
OPINIONPOLLINGINTHE53!��� 4HISSHOWSTHATBELIEFIN�
ANDCONCERNABOUT�CLIMATECHANGEISGROWINGINTHE
WAKEOFRECORDBREAKINGDROUGHTSINTHECOUNTRY�

7ANINGSUPPORT�
)NTHELASTYEAR�THESCEPTICS�CREDIBILITYHASBEENDEALT
MAJOR BLOWS n BOTH BY THE "%34 STUDIES MENTIONED
ABOVEANDBYTHEBEHAVIOUROFLEADINGCLIMATESCEPTIC
THINKTANK�THE(EARTLAND)NSTITUTE��� &IRSTLY�THEREWERE
REVELATIONS ABOUT (EARTLAND�S SECRET STRATEGIES TO
UNDERMINECLIMATESCIENCE�4HEN�(EARTLANDLAUNCHEDA
SERIESOFAGGRESSIVEADVERTSINCLUDINGONETHATLIKENED
CLIMATECHANGEBELIEVERSTOTERRORISTS�!SHAMEDOFTHIS
SORT OF CAMPAIGNING� MANY OF ITS CORPORATE FUNDERS
WITHDREWTHEIRFINANCIALSUPPORT�

3OARECLIMATECHANGESCEPTICSFINALLYASPENTFORCE�
4HATVIEWWOULDBEPREMATUREGIVENTHEIRINDUSTRIAL�
POLITICAL AND MEDIA SUPPORT� #LEARLY� THEIR POLITICAL
INFLUENCE STILL NEEDS TO BE CHALLENGED� ESPECIALLY IN
THE 53! AND 5+� BUT NEITHER SHOULD WE OVER
EMPHASISETHEIRLIMITEDIMPORTANCE�
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