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4HE฀GOVERNMENT฀CLAIMS฀THAT฀THE฀5+฀IS฀TAKING฀A
LEADING฀ ROLE฀ IN฀ TACKLING฀ CLIMATE฀ CHANGE฀ n฀ BUT
SUPPORT฀MECHANISMS฀FOR฀RENEWABLE฀ENERGY฀AND
ENERGY฀ CONSERVATION฀ ARE฀ RAPIDLY฀ BEING฀ CUT�
3TUART฀0ARKINSON�฀3'2�฀EXAMINES฀WHAT฀IS฀GOING
ON�


4HE฀#ONSERVATIVE฀GOVERNMENT฀HAS฀RECENTLY฀BEEN฀VERY
UPBEAT฀ IN฀ ITS฀ ASSESSMENT฀ OF฀ 5+฀ CLIMATE฀ POLICY�฀ )N
/CTOBER�฀ 3ECRETARIES฀ OF฀ 3TATE�฀!MBER฀ 2UDD฀ AND฀ ,IZ
4RUSS�฀WROTE�฀h7E฀SHOULD฀BE฀PROUD฀OF฀WHAT฀WE฀HAVE
ACHIEVED฀SO฀ FAR฀ TO฀ TACKLE฀CLIMATE฀CHANGE�฀/UR฀ TRACK
RECORD฀ IS฀ STRONG�฀ 0ROVISIONAL฀ FIGURES฀ FOR฀ ����฀ SHOW
THAT฀EMISSIONS฀FELL฀BY฀����฀BETWEEN฀����฀AND฀����
WHILE฀THE฀5+�S฀ECONOMY฀GREW฀BY฀���฀/UR฀RENEWABLE
ELECTRICITY฀CAPACITY฀ALMOST฀TREBLED฀BETWEEN฀����฀AND
�����v�

9ET฀ THE฀ GOVERNMENT฀ HAS฀ SPENT฀ THE฀ PERIOD฀ SINCE฀ THE
'ENERAL฀ %LECTION฀ IN฀ -AY฀ INSTIGATING฀ LARGE฀ CUTS฀ TO
SUBSIDIES฀ FOR฀ RENEWABLE฀ ENERGY฀ AND฀ ENERGY
CONSERVATION฀ PROGRAMMES�฀ )T฀ IS฀ CLAIMED฀ THAT฀ THESE
CUTS฀ WILL฀ NOT฀ JEOPARDISE฀ "RITAIN�S฀ ABILITY฀ TO฀ REDUCE
CARBON฀EMISSIONS฀ON฀THE฀SCALE฀REQUIRED฀TO฀ADEQUATELY
TACKLE฀ CLIMATE฀ CHANGE�฀ )T฀ IS฀ ALSO฀ CLAIMED฀ THAT฀ THESE

CUTS฀ARE฀NECESSARY฀hTO฀KEEP฀BILLS฀AS฀LOW฀AS฀POSSIBLE
FOR฀HARDWORKING฀FAMILIESv��

3O฀ARE฀THEY฀RIGHT�฀4O฀ANSWER฀THIS�฀WE฀NEED฀TO฀DIG฀INTO
THE฀EVIDENCE�

3OME฀SUCCESSES
4HE฀MOST฀RECENT฀DETAILED฀ASSESSMENT฀OF฀THE฀PROGRESS
MADE฀BY฀THE฀5+฀ON฀REDUCING฀CARBON฀EMISSIONS฀WAS
PROVIDED฀ IN฀A฀PROGRESS฀ REPORT� BY฀ THE฀GOVERNMENT�S
ADVISORY฀ BODY�฀ THE฀ #OMMITTEE฀ ON฀ #LIMATE฀ #HANGE
�###	�฀PUBLISHED฀LAST฀SUMMER�฀

4HE฀ HEADLINE฀ FIGURE฀ WAS฀ THAT฀ THE฀ 5+�S฀ CARBON
EMISSIONS฀IN฀����฀WERE฀���฀BELOW฀����฀LEVELS฀n
ON฀TRACK฀TO฀EXCEED฀NEAR
TERM฀TARGETS฀SET฀UNDER฀THE
5+฀#LIMATE฀#HANGE฀!CT�฀%LECTRICITY฀GENERATED฀ FROM
RENEWABLE฀ENERGY฀SOURCES฀HAD฀REACHED฀���฀OF฀THE
5+฀TOTAL฀n฀FOUR฀TIMES฀THE฀ LEVEL฀ IN฀����฀AND฀AHEAD
OF฀NUCLEAR฀FOR฀THE฀FIRST฀TIME�฀)NDEED�฀THE฀FIGURES� FOR
THE฀FIRST฀NINE฀MONTHS฀OF฀����฀SHOW฀THAT฀RENEWABLES
GENERATION฀ HAS฀ RISEN฀ EVEN฀ HIGHER�฀ NOW฀ SUPPLYING
MORE฀ ELECTRICITY฀ THAN฀ EITHER฀ COAL฀ OR฀ NUCLEAR�฀ 4HE
###�S฀REPORT฀ALSO฀SHOWED฀THAT฀INSTALLATION฀TO฀DATE฀OF
THE฀ MOST฀ COMMON฀ HOME฀ ENERGY฀ EFFICIENCY
MEASURES฀ n฀ SUCH฀ AS฀ LOFT฀ INSULATION฀ AND฀ ENERGY

EFFICIENT฀ BOILERS฀ n฀ WAS฀ ALSO฀ AHEAD฀ OF฀ TARGETS�
INDUSTRIAL฀ CARBON฀ EMISSIONS฀ HAD฀ MARKEDLY฀ FALLEN

5+฀CLIMATE฀POLICY฀UNRAVELLING

AND฀ SALES฀ OF฀ ELECTRIC฀ VEHICLES฀ HAD฀ ALSO฀ EXCEEDED
TARGETS�฀4HESE฀ACHIEVEMENTS฀REFLECTED฀THE฀SUCCESS
OF฀A฀NUMBER฀OF฀POLICIES฀BROUGHT฀IN฀BY฀GOVERNMENTS
OVER฀ MANY฀ YEARS฀ AND฀ FROM฀ ACROSS฀ THE฀ POLITICAL
SPECTRUM�

3INCE฀ THE฀ ###�S฀ REPORT�฀ THE฀ GOVERNMENT฀ HAS฀ ALSO
ANNOUNCED� ITS฀ INTENTION฀ TO฀PHASE฀OUT฀ COAL฀ �WITHOUT
CARBON฀CAPTURE฀TECHNOLOGY	฀IN฀THE฀ELECTRICITY฀SECTOR฀BY
����฀n฀A฀PROPOSAL฀WHICH฀HAS฀EARNED฀IT฀INTERNATIONAL
PRAISE�

/N฀THE฀FACE฀OF฀IT�฀THESE฀ARE฀LAUDABLE฀ACHIEVEMENTS฀n
AND฀THIS฀WAS฀REFLECTED฀IN฀THE฀5+฀BEING฀RATED฀AS฀ONE
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OF฀ THE฀ HIGHEST฀ PERFORMING฀ COUNTRIES฀ FOR฀ ACTION฀ ON
CLIMATE฀CHANGE฀BY฀THE฀.'/฀'ERMANWATCH�� 4HE฀.'/
ALSO฀POINTED฀OUT฀THAT฀THE฀5+�S฀ENERGY
RELATED฀CARBON
EMISSIONS฀ PER฀ HEAD฀ OF฀ POPULATION฀ WERE฀ NOW฀ ONLY
SLIGHTLY฀ABOVE฀THOSE฀OF฀#HINA�฀

(OWEVER�฀ A฀ CLOSER฀ LOOK฀ REVEALS฀ A฀ WHOLE฀ HOST฀ OF
PROBLEMS�฀

!฀LACK฀OF฀PROGRESS
4HE฀FIRST฀SET฀OF฀PROBLEMS฀CAN฀BE฀ IDENTIFIED฀ FROM฀THE
###�S฀PROGRESS฀REPORT�� /NE฀PARTICULAR฀ISSUE฀WAS฀THAT
A฀ LARGE฀PROPORTION฀OF฀ RECENT฀ REDUCTIONS฀WERE฀DUE฀ TO
LITTLE฀ MORE฀ THAN฀ GOOD฀ LUCK�฀ &OR฀ EXAMPLE�฀ WARMER
WINTER฀WEATHER฀IN฀����฀HAD฀LED฀TO฀MARKEDLY฀REDUCED
ENERGY฀CONSUMPTION�฀WHILE฀A฀LARGE฀DROP฀IN฀EMISSIONS
IN฀THE฀INDUSTRIAL฀SECTOR฀HAD฀BEEN฀UNEXPECTED฀AND฀STILL
REMAINS฀ TO฀ BE฀ CLEARLY฀ EXPLAINED�฀ 3UCH฀ EMISSIONS
REDUCTION฀ MAY฀ BE฀ REVERSED฀ IF฀ OUR฀ LUCK฀ DOES฀ NOT
CONTINUE฀TO฀HOLD�฀

/NE฀AREA฀WHERE฀PROGRESS฀HAD฀ESPECIALLY฀STALLED฀WAS
BUILDING฀ ENERGY฀ EFFICIENCY�฀!฀ KEY฀ PROBLEM฀ HERE฀ HAD
BEEN฀THE฀GENERAL฀FAILURE฀OF฀THE฀#OALITION฀GOVERNMENT�S
'REEN฀$EAL฀PROGRAMME�฀ INTRODUCED฀ IN฀�����฀WHOSE
SHORTCOMINGS฀ HAVE฀ BEEN฀ POINTED฀ OUT฀ BY฀ NUMEROUS
ANALYSTS�฀ INCLUDING฀ 3'2�� 4HE฀ SCHEME฀ LED฀ TO฀ THE
ANNUAL฀ RATE฀ OF฀ HOME฀ ENERGY฀ EFFICIENCY฀ INSTALLATIONS
FALLING฀BY฀OVER฀���฀IN฀THE฀COURSE฀OF฀A฀SINGLE฀YEAR�฀AND
THE฀RATE฀HAS฀CONTINUED฀TO฀FALL฀SINCE��

4HERE฀ HAS฀ ALSO฀ BEEN฀ A฀ GENERAL฀ LACK฀ OF฀ PROGRESS฀ IN
REDUCING฀EMISSIONS฀FROM฀THE฀AGRICULTURAL฀SECTOR�฀WHILE
TRANSPORT
RELATED฀ EMISSIONS฀ ACTUALLY฀ ROSE฀ SLIGHTLY
BETWEEN฀����฀AND฀�������

(OWEVER�฀THE฀###�S฀BIGGEST฀CRITICISM฀WAS฀THE฀GENERAL
LACK฀OF฀ LONGER฀TERM฀CLIMATE฀POLICY฀MEASURES฀BEYOND
����฀ n฀ AND฀ EVEN฀ MAJOR฀ PROPOSALS฀ THAT฀ THE
GOVERNMENT฀ HAD฀ INDICATED฀ ITS฀ COMMITMENT฀ TO�฀ SUCH
AS฀ NEW฀ NUCLEAR฀ POWER฀ STATIONS�฀ WERE฀ SUBJECT฀ TO
SERIOUS฀ DOUBTS฀ ABOUT฀ THE฀ INDUSTRY�S฀ CAPABILITY฀ TO
DELIVER�

)T฀IS฀ALSO฀IMPORTANT฀TO฀REMEMBER฀THAT฀THE฀###�S฀REMIT
IS฀ ONLY฀ TO฀ ASSESS฀ GOVERNMENT฀ POLICY฀ AGAINST฀ THE
TARGETS฀ SET฀ IN฀ THE฀ #LIMATE฀ #HANGE฀ !CT฀ n฀ WHICH฀ IS
FOCUSED฀ON฀AN฀���฀REDUCTION฀BY฀�����฀4HE฀###฀HAS
ACKNOWLEDGED฀ THAT฀ THIS฀ ONLY฀ REPRESENTS฀ THE฀ 5+�S
SHARE฀ IN฀ GIVING฀ THE฀WORLD฀ A฀���฀CHANCE฀OF฀ STAYING
BELOW฀A฀�ª#฀GLOBAL฀TEMPERATURE฀RISE�฀4HE฀NEW฀0ARIS
!GREEMENT฀ �SEE฀ P�	฀ NOW฀ SPECIFIES฀ A฀ TARGET฀ OF฀hWELL
BELOW฀�ª#v฀WITH฀THE฀NEED฀hTO฀PURSUE฀EFFORTS฀TO฀LIMIT
THE฀ TEMPERATURE฀ INCREASE฀ TO฀���ª#v฀n฀REFLECTING฀ THE
LATEST฀ SCIENTIFIC฀ EVIDENCE฀ THAT฀ POINTS฀ TO฀ SOME฀MAJOR

IMPACTS฀BELOW฀�ª#�฀(ENCE�฀ IT฀ IS฀ CLEAR฀ THAT฀ A฀GREAT
DEAL฀MORE฀AMBITION฀IS฀NEEDED฀BY฀THE฀5+฀�AND฀OTHER
NATIONS	�฀&IGURES฀FROM฀THE฀4YNDALL฀#ENTRE฀FOR฀#LIMATE
#HANGE฀ 2ESEARCH฀ �COMPLIED฀ BEFORE฀ THE฀ 0ARIS
CLIMATE฀CONFERENCE	฀SUGGEST฀THAT฀A฀MORE฀ACCEPTABLE
TARGET฀FOR฀THE฀5+฀AND฀%5฀WOULD฀BE฀AT฀LEAST฀���฀CUTS
BY฀ ����฀ n฀ ��฀ YEARS฀ EARLIER฀ THAN฀ IN฀ CURRENT
LEGISLATION���

5NDOING฀THE฀GOOD฀WORK
4HE฀ POLICY฀ RESPONSE฀ SINCE฀ THE฀ NEW฀ #ONSERVATIVE
GOVERNMENT฀ CAME฀ TO฀ POWER฀ IN฀ -AY�฀ HOWEVER�฀ HAS
ALMOST฀BEEN฀THE฀REVERSE฀OF฀WHAT฀IS฀NEEDED�฀

7E฀ HAVE฀ SEEN฀ MAJOR฀ CUTS฀ TO฀ FINANCIAL฀ AND฀ OTHER
SUPPORT฀ FOR฀ RENEWABLE฀ ENERGY������ 3UBSIDIES฀ FOR
ONSHORE฀ WIND฀ FARMS฀ ARE฀ DUE฀ TO฀ BE฀ ABOLISHED฀ FROM
SPRING฀����฀AND฀PLANNING฀CONTROLS฀ON฀WIND฀TURBINES
ARE฀BEING฀MADE฀MORE฀RESTRICTIVE�฀3UBSIDIES฀FOR฀SMALL
SOLAR฀ PHOTOVOLTAIC฀ �PV	฀ FARMS฀ �BELOW฀ �-7	฀ ARE฀ ALSO
DUE฀ TO฀ END฀ IN฀ THE฀ SPRING�฀ FOLLOWING฀ THE฀ ABOLITION฀ OF
SUBSIDIES฀FOR฀LARGE฀SOLAR฀PV฀FARMS฀IN฀�����฀3UBSIDIES
FOR฀ HOUSEHOLD฀ RENEWABLES฀ ARE฀ ALSO฀ TO฀ BE฀ MARKEDLY
REDUCED�฀ #OMMUNITY฀ SCALE฀ RENEWABLE฀ ENERGY
PROJECTS฀ ARE฀ BEING฀ HIT฀ ESPECIALLY฀ HARD฀ WITH฀ LARGE
REDUCTIONS฀IN฀PAYMENTS฀VIA฀THE฀&EED
IN฀4ARIFF฀SCHEME�
A฀ SUDDEN฀ END฀ TO฀ TAX฀ RELIEF฀ FOR฀ INVESTORS฀ IN฀ THESE
PROJECTS�฀AND฀THE฀LOSS฀OF฀SOME฀ORGANISATIONAL฀SUPPORT�
"IO
ENERGY฀ PROJECTS฀ HAVE฀ ALSO฀ LOST฀ SOME฀ OF฀ THEIR
FINANCIAL฀SUPPORT฀AND฀THERE฀IS฀CONCERN฀ABOUT฀A฀LACK฀OF
PROGRESS฀ WITH฀ MARINE฀ ENERGY฀ AND฀ OFFSHORE฀ WIND
ENERGY�฀0ERHAPS฀THE฀MOST฀PERVERSE฀POLICY฀CHANGE฀FOR
RENEWABLE฀ENERGY฀PROJECTS฀IS฀THAT฀THEY฀WILL฀NOW฀HAVE
TO฀PAY฀THE฀#LIMATE฀#HANGE฀,EVY�฀A฀ TAX฀ORIGINALLY฀SET
UP฀ TO฀ PENALISE฀ CARBON฀ EMISSIONS�฀ 4HIS฀ MEASURE
ALONE�฀ THE฀ INDUSTRY฀ ESTIMATES�฀ WILL฀ ADD฀ AN฀ EXTRA
a���M฀TO฀ITS฀COSTS฀THIS฀FINANCIAL฀YEAR�฀RISING฀TO฀a�BN
BY฀����������

7HILE฀ SOME฀ REDUCTIONS฀ TO฀ SUBSIDIES฀ ARE฀ JUSTIFIED฀ AS
THE฀ TECHNOLOGY฀ COSTS฀ FALL�฀ AND฀ THERE฀ ARE฀ QUESTION
MARKS฀ OVER฀ THE฀ SUSTAINABILITY฀ OF฀ CERTAIN฀ BIO
ENERGY
SOURCES�฀ THE฀ SCALE฀ OF฀ THE฀ CUTS฀ HAS฀ TAKEN฀ MANY฀ BY
SURPRISE�฀/VER฀�����฀ JOBS฀HAVE฀ALREADY฀BEEN฀ LOST฀ IN
THE฀ SOLAR฀ PV฀ SECTOR฀ SINCE฀ THE฀ ANNOUNCEMENTS�฀ WITH
THOUSANDS฀MORE฀UNDER฀THREAT��� 4HE฀MOST฀FRUSTRATING
ASPECT฀ OF฀ THESE฀ CUTS฀ IS฀ THAT฀ THEY฀ ARE฀ PUNISHING
SUCCESSFUL฀ INDUSTRIES�฀4ARGETS฀ FOR฀ THE฀DEPLOYMENT฀OF
SMALL
SCALE฀ SOLAR฀ PV�฀ WIND�฀ HYDRO฀ AND฀ BIOGAS฀ �VIA
ANAEROBIC฀ DIGESTION	฀ HAVE฀ ALL฀ BEEN฀ MET฀ FIVE฀ YEARS
EARLY��� -EANWHILE�฀ OFFSHORE฀WIND฀ FARMS฀ HAVE฀ BEEN
���฀ MORE฀ PRODUCTIVE฀ THAN฀ PREDICTED��� "UT฀ THE
PLANNED฀ SUBSIDY฀ CUTS฀ NOW฀ MEAN฀ THAT฀ THE฀ 5+฀ MAY
MISS฀ ITS฀ ����฀ TARGET฀ FOR฀ ENERGY฀ GENERATED฀ FROM
RENEWABLE฀SOURCES���

4HERE฀ HAVE฀ ALSO฀ BEEN฀ MAJOR฀ CUTS฀ TO฀ ENERGY
CONSERVATION฀PROGRAMMES�฀ESPECIALLY฀THOSE฀AIMED฀AT
HOUSEHOLDS�฀)T฀IS฀NO฀SURPRISE฀THAT฀THE฀'REEN฀$EAL฀HAS
BEEN฀CANCELLED�� GIVEN฀ITS฀NUMEROUS฀PROBLEMS�฀BUT฀TO
DO฀ SO฀ BEFORE฀ ALTERNATIVE฀ PROPOSALS฀ HAVE฀ BEEN฀ PUT
TOGETHER฀ LEAVES฀ A฀ MAJOR฀ GAP฀ IN฀ EFFORTS฀ TO฀ CONSERVE
ENERGY�฀ 4HE฀ %NERGY฀ #OMPANY฀ /BLIGATION฀ �%#/	฀ n
DESIGNED฀ TO฀ HELP฀ THOSE฀ IN฀ FUEL฀ POVERTY฀ n฀ HAS฀ BEEN
MUCH฀ MORE฀ SUCCESSFUL฀ THAN฀ THE฀ 'REEN฀ $EAL�฀ BUT฀ A
MASSIVE฀���฀CUT฀IN฀ITS฀ANNUAL฀FUNDING฀IS฀NOW฀TO฀BE
IMPLEMENTED฀ FROM฀ ������� 4HIS฀ IS฀ ESPECIALLY
IRRESPONSIBLE฀ GIVEN฀ THE฀ ESTIMATE฀ THAT฀ �����฀ 5+
DEATHS฀ PER฀ YEAR฀ ARE฀ AS฀ A฀ RESULT฀ OF฀ ILLNESSES฀ DUE฀ TO
LIVING฀ IN฀ COLD฀ HOMES��� 4HE฀ GOVERNMENT฀ HAS฀ ALSO
ABOLISHED฀ ZERO฀ CARBON฀ TARGETS฀ FOR฀ NEW฀ HOMES฀ AND
BUILDINGS���

%VEN฀THE฀PROPOSAL฀TO฀PHASE฀OUT฀THE฀USE฀OF฀UNABATED
COAL฀n฀THE฀HIGHEST฀CARBON฀FUEL฀n฀IN฀POWER฀STATIONS฀BY
����฀IS฀LACKING฀IN฀CREDIBILITY�฀4HE฀FIRST฀PROBLEM฀IS฀THAT
GOVERNMENT฀ FUNDING฀ FOR฀ THE฀ DEVELOPMENT฀ OF฀ CARBON
CAPTURE฀ TECHNOLOGIES฀HAS฀BEEN฀CUT��� 3ECONDLY�฀ONE
OF฀THE฀MAIN฀REPLACEMENTS฀FOR฀COAL฀IS฀PLANNED฀TO฀BE฀AN
EXPANSION฀ OF฀ NATURAL฀ GAS฀ n฀ WITH฀ AN฀ INCREASING
PROPORTION฀ FROM฀ SHALE฀ GAS฀ WELLS฀ IN฀ THE฀ "RITISH
COUNTRYSIDE��� ,IFE
CYCLE฀ CARBON฀ EMISSIONS฀ FROM
CONVENTIONAL฀ NATURAL฀ GAS฀ ARE฀ AT฀ LEAST฀ NINE฀ TIMES
GREATER฀THAN฀RENEWABLES�฀WHILE฀THOSE฀FROM฀SHALE฀GAS
ARE฀ EVEN฀ HIGHER฀ n฀ AND฀ THE฀ LATTER฀ CREATES฀ ADDITIONAL
RISKS฀OF฀LOCAL฀WATER�฀LAND฀AND฀AIR฀CONTAMINATION���

4HERE฀ARE฀ALSO฀SERIOUS฀PROBLEMS฀WITH฀THE฀THIRD฀STRAND
OF฀THE฀NEW฀POLICY฀n฀THAT฀OF฀BUILDING฀A฀NEW฀GENERATION
OF฀NEW฀NUCLEAR฀POWER฀STATIONS�฀&OR฀A฀START�฀THE฀NATIONAL
AND฀ INTERNATIONAL฀ NUCLEAR฀ POWER฀ INDUSTRY฀ HAS฀ BEEN
EXPERIENCING฀ MAJOR฀ DIFFICULTIES฀ SINCE฀ THE฀ &UKUSHIMA
ACCIDENT�฀IF฀NOT฀BEFORE��� 4HE฀CURRENT฀FRONTRUNNER฀FOR฀A
PLANT฀ IN฀ THE฀5+฀ IS฀ THE฀%UROPEAN฀0RESSURISED฀2EACTOR
�%02	�฀ !T฀ THE฀ TIME฀ OF฀ WRITING�฀ A฀ FINAL฀ INVESTMENT
DECISION฀IS฀DUE฀FOR฀THE฀(INKLEY฀0OINT฀#฀SITE฀IN฀3OMERSET
n฀ BUT฀ PROGRESS฀ ELSEWHERE฀ WITH฀ THIS฀ DESIGN฀ IS฀ NOT
ENCOURAGING�฀/NE฀%02฀IS฀CURRENTLY฀UNDER฀CONSTRUCTION
IN฀&INLAND�฀ONE฀IN฀&RANCE฀AND฀TWO฀IN฀#HINA�฀4HE฀ONE
IN฀ &INLAND฀ IS฀ NINE฀ YEARS฀ LATE฀ �AND฀ COUNTING	�
COSTS฀HAVE฀NEARLY฀TREBLED฀AND฀IT฀ IS฀AT฀ THE
CENTRE฀OF฀A฀LEGAL฀BATTLE��� 4HE฀ONE฀IN฀&RANCE
IS฀SIX฀YEARS฀ LATE฀ �AND฀COUNTING	�฀COSTS฀HAVE฀MORE
THAN฀TREBLED�฀AND฀IT฀IS฀UNDER฀EXAMINATION฀BY฀THE฀SAFETY
REGULATOR฀ OVER฀ POSSIBLE฀ WEAKNESSES฀ IN฀ THE฀ REACTOR
PRESSURE฀ VESSEL��� 4HE฀ TWO฀ IN฀ #HINA฀ ARE฀ TWO฀ YEARS
BEHIND฀ SCHEDULE�� n฀ UNDER฀ A฀ SIGNIFICANTLY฀ LESS
STRINGENT฀REGULATORY฀REGIME�฀%STIMATES฀OF฀THE฀EARLIEST฀A
NEW฀ PLANT฀ COULD฀ COME฀ ON฀ STREAM฀ IN฀ THE฀ 5+฀ HAVE
SLIPPED฀ TO฀ ������� -EANWHILE�฀ 4OSHIBA฀ n฀ THE฀ LEAD
CONTRACTOR฀ OF฀ ONE฀ OF฀ THE฀ OTHER฀ CONSORTIA฀ PLANNING฀ TO
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BUILD฀NUCLEAR฀POWER฀STATIONS฀IN฀THE฀5+฀n฀IS฀IN฀SEVERE
FINANCIAL฀DIFFICULTIES���

/NLY฀PLANS฀TO฀CONTINUE฀THE฀EXPANSION฀OF฀OFFSHORE฀WIND
OFFER฀ A฀ SERIOUS฀ ATTEMPT฀ TO฀ TACKLE฀ CARBON฀ EMISSIONS
FROM฀THE฀ENERGY฀SECTOR�

4HE฀ SKEWED฀ PRIORITIES฀ CAN฀ BE฀ CLEARLY฀ SEEN฀ IN฀ HOW
SUBSIDIES฀ARE฀BEING฀TARGETED�฀"RITAIN฀IS฀THE฀ONLY฀ONE
OF฀THE฀LEADING฀'�฀ECONOMIES฀WHICH฀IS฀EXPANDING฀ITS
ALREADY฀LARGE฀FOSSIL฀FUEL฀SUBSIDY฀LEVEL��� -EANWHILE�
THE฀ SUBSIDIES฀ BEING฀ OFFERED฀ TO฀ FOR฀ NEW฀ NUCLEAR
POWER฀ STATIONS฀ INCLUDE฀ VERY฀ LARGE฀ UPFRONT฀ LOAN
GUARANTEES฀ FOR฀ CONSTRUCTION�฀ ��
YEAR฀ ENERGY฀ PRICE
GUARANTEES�฀ AND฀ LIMITS฀ ON฀ LIABILITY฀ FOR฀ NUCLEAR
ACCIDENTS฀ AND฀ LONG
TERM฀ RADIOACTIVE฀ WASTE
MANAGEMENT฀ n฀ FAR฀ MORE฀ EXTENSIVE฀ THAN฀ ANYTHING
OFFERED฀TO฀THE฀RENEWABLE฀ENERGY฀INDUSTRY�฀4HE฀SOLAR
ENERGY฀INDUSTRY฀HAS฀POINTED฀OUT฀THAT�฀FOR฀JUST฀HALF฀OF
ONLY฀ ONE฀ OF฀ THESE฀ SUBSIDIES฀ �THE฀ ENERGY฀ PRICE
GUARANTEE	฀BEING฀OFFERED฀TO฀(INKLEY฀0OINT฀#�฀IT฀COULD
DELIVER฀AN฀EQUIVALENT฀AMOUNT฀OF฀ELECTRICITY฀�INCLUDING
BACK
UP	��� %VEN฀ MORE฀ COULD฀ BE฀ ACHIEVED฀ WITH
CHEAPER฀ONSHORE฀WIND�฀

4HE฀SITUATION฀IN฀THE฀TRANSPORT฀SECTOR฀IS฀ALSO฀GRIM�฀&OR
EXAMPLE�฀ THE฀ TAX฀ DIFFERENTIAL฀ BETWEEN฀ HIGH฀ AND฀ LOW
POLLUTION฀ CARS฀ HAS฀ BEEN฀ REDUCED�� AND฀ LARGE
SCALE
AIRPORT฀EXPANSION฀IS฀STILL฀BEING฀PROPOSED���

!฀COMPLETE฀RE
THINK
4HE฀ 5+฀ HAD฀ BEEN฀ MAKING฀ STEADY�฀ IF฀ INADEQUATE�
PROGRESS฀ON฀REDUCING฀CARBON฀EMISSIONS฀n฀UP฀UNTIL฀THE
'ENERAL฀%LECTION�฀4HE฀BACKTRACKING฀SINCE฀THEN฀HAS฀PUT
THIS฀ PROGRESS฀ AT฀ RISK�฀ NOT฀ ONLY฀ IN฀ TERMS฀ OF฀ TACKLING
CLIMATE฀ CHANGE�฀ BUT฀ ALSO฀ BY฀ UNDERMINING฀ EFFORTS฀ TO
REDUCE฀ FUEL฀ POVERTY�฀ CREATE฀ SKILLED฀ JOBS�฀ IMPROVE฀ AIR
QUALITY�฀ INCREASE฀ ENERGY฀ SECURITY฀ AND฀ IMPROVE
ECONOMIC฀PERFORMANCE�฀

4HE฀ GOVERNMENT฀ NEEDS฀ TO฀ PRIORITISE฀ ACTION฀ IN฀ THREE
MAIN฀AREAS�
s )NCREASE฀ FINANCIAL฀AND฀NON
FINANCIAL฀SUPPORT฀ FOR

HOME฀ ENERGY฀ CONSERVATION�฀ INCLUDING฀ A฀ LARGE
EXPANSION฀ FOR฀ THE฀ %#/฀ SCHEME฀ AND฀ A
REPLACEMENT฀FOR฀THE฀'REEN฀$EAL�

s 2APIDLY฀ PHASE฀ OUT฀ SUBSIDIES฀ FOR฀ OIL�฀ GAS
�ESPECIALLY฀ FROM฀ FRACKING	฀ AND฀ NUCLEAR�

AND฀ PROVIDE฀ APPROPRIATE฀ SUBSIDIES฀ FOR
RENEWABLES�฀ ESPECIALLY฀ WIND�฀ SOLAR�฀ MARINE฀ AND
ASSOCIATED฀ ENERGY฀ STORAGE฀ TECHNOLOGIES�฀ AND
ESPECIALLY฀AT฀SMALLER
SCALES�฀

s 3CALE฀ UP฀ EFFORTS฀ TO฀ REDUCE฀ CARBON฀ EMISSIONS
FROM฀ THE฀ TRANSPORT�฀ AGRICULTURE฀ AND฀ OTHER
NEGLECTED฀SECTORS�

%XTRA฀FUNDING฀COULD฀COME฀FROM฀CUTS฀TO฀"RITAIN�S฀HUGE
MILITARY฀ EQUIPMENT฀ BUDGET฀ �SEE฀ P��	฀ n฀ JUSTIFIED฀ AS

CLIMATE฀CHANGE฀IS฀WIDELY฀ACKNOWLEDGED฀AS฀A฀DRIVER฀OF
INSECURITY�

4HEN฀THE฀5+฀WOULD฀PLAY฀A฀LEADING฀ROLE฀IN฀HELPING฀THE
WORLD฀ REACH฀ THE฀ ULTIMATE฀ GOAL฀ OF฀ hPREVENTING
DANGEROUS฀CLIMATE฀CHANGEv�

$R฀3TUART฀0ARKINSON฀IS฀%XECUTIVE฀$IRECTOR฀OF
3'2�฀AND฀HAS฀RESEARCHED฀AND฀WRITTEN฀WIDELY

ON฀CLIMATE฀AND฀ENERGY฀ISSUES�
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