
Presentation at ‘Climate justice’ conference, Institute of Education, London, 12 

November 2011November 2011

1



Full references:

• IPCC (2007). Fourth assessment report. Climate change 2007. 

- IPCC WGI (2007). Working Group I Report: The Physical Science Basis. 

http://www.ipcc.ch/publications_and_data/ar4/wg1/en/contents.html

- IPCC WGII (2007). Working Group II Report: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability. 

http://www.ipcc.ch/publications_and_data/ar4/wg2/en/contents.html

• UNEP (2009). Climate change science compendium 2009. 

http://www.unep.org/compendium2009/

• IFRC (2010). World disasters report 2010: Focus on urban risk. International Federation 

of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. 

http://www.ifrc.org/Global/Publications/disasters/WDR/WDR2010-full.pdf

• IPCC (2011). Special Report on Managing the Risks of Extreme Events and Disasters to 

Advance Climate Change Adaptation. (The summary and full report will be available 

from http://www.ipcc.ch/ )

2



• Adding greenhouse gases to the atmosphere is like adding blankets – they keep more 

of the heat in
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of the heat in

Diagram from BBC website



Source:

IPCC WGI (2007). Box TS.5, Figure 1. Schematic showing the effect on extreme 

temperatures when the mean temperature increases, for a normal temperature 

distribution.
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Source: 

Summarised from: IPCC WGII (2007). Summary for Policymakers. Table SPM.1. Examples 

of possible impacts of climate change due to changes in extreme weather and climate 

events, based on projections to the mid- to late 21st century. These do not take into 

account any changes or developments in adaptive capacity. The likelihood estimates in 

Column 2 relate to the phenomena listed in Column 1.

Very likely – between 90% and 99% probability

Likely – between 66% and 90% probability
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Source:

UNEP (2009). P2-3.
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Source:

Summarised from: IFRC (2010). Figure 1.1. Distribution of fatalities and economic loss 

from tropical cyclones per year.
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Source:

Summarised from: IFRC (2010). Table 2.1. Large disaster events over the period 2000–

2010 impacting on cities; and p34-36.
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Source: 

IPCC WGII (2007). Technical summary. Figure TS.8. Relative vulnerability of coastal deltas 

as indicated by estimates of the population potentially displaced by current sea-level 

trends to 2050 (extreme >1 million; high 1 million to 50,000; medium 50,000 to 5,000). 

Climate change would exacerbate these impacts.
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Source: 
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IPCC WGII (2007). Technical summary. Table TS.4. Examples of regional impacts 

projected for changes in climate (and sea level and atmospheric CO2 where relevant) 

associated with different amounts of increase in global average surface temperature in 

the 21st century. This is a selection of some estimates currently available.



Source: 
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IPCC WGII (2007). Technical summary. Table TS.4. Examples of regional impacts 

projected for changes in climate (and sea level and atmospheric CO2 where relevant) 

associated with different amounts of increase in global average surface temperature in 

the 21st century. This is a selection of some estimates currently available.



Source:

Associated Press (2011). Future holds more extreme weather. 1 November.

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_SCI_CLIMATE_EXTREMES?SITE=AP&SECTIO

N=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

‘Likely’ – between 66% and 90% probability
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